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Downtown WB on a positive trajectory

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
Downtown Wilkes-Barre has come a long way since the days that its most prominent feature was a 1970s-era canopy.

Newman points to progress made in last two decades

“For example, you may 
recall that this was the era 
of the collapsing street-
lights,” Newman said. 
“The canopy was dirty, the 
sidewalks were strewn with 
litter, and the graffiti never 
seemed to go away.”

Parking lots had replaced 
Percy Brown’s and the 
Kiddie Shoppe on the first 
block of East Northampton 
Street, and if you turned the 
corner onto the first block 
of South Main Street, you 
were greeted by one vacant 
storefront after another. 
Down the street, Wool-
worth’s had been empty 
since 1994.

“Even McDonald’s didn’t 
last more than five years on 
Public Square before clos-
ing,” Newman said.

In those dreary days, 
Newman said three senior-
citizen high-rises, built 
during urban renewal, com-
prised the majority of the 
housing in the downtown 
core. King’s and Wilkes 
focused inward — a person 
standing on Public Square 
would never suspect that a 
block’s walk in either direc-
tion would bring them to a 
college campus.

Newman said a Main 
Street revitalization pro-
gram had been initiated in 
the early 1990’s, but it didn’t 
last.

“The business commu-
nity, colleges, and City Hall 
increasingly moved in sepa-
rate orbits,” Newman said. 
“There were disagreements 
about strategy and tactics, 
and a decade’s worth of revi-
talization efforts resulted 
primarily in frustration and 
acrimony.”

Wico van Genderen, presi-
dent/CEO of the Greater 
Wilkes-Barre Chamber of 
Commerce, said by most 

measures, our economic 
fundamentals are positive.

“We are growing in jobs, 
wages, business attraction/
retention and business 
diversity,” van Genderen 
said. “At the same time, our 
strengthening economy has 
exposed a critical need in 
workforce.”

Van Genderen said revital-
izing workforce in Wilkes 
Barre and the NEPA area 
holds infinite potential 
for some economic break-
throughs and a new era of 
growth.

“But to get there we have 

some heavy lifting to do,” he 
said. “In business, your big-
gest asset is your labor force 
and we need to ensure we 
are making the investments 
to connect and align our 
people and skill sets, train 
up where there are gaps 
and attract talent from both 
within and the outside.

“With a region known for 
its strong work ethic, afford-
able cost of living and a 
large college student popula-
tion to draw from, we have a 
great start and now need to 
build upon this solid base.”

Today, Newman said there 

are:
• 47 more occupied store-

fronts in Downtown Wilkes-
Barre than in 2000.

• We enjoy a healthy 
downtown dining and enter-
tainment scene.

• Downtown has become 
the region’s largest concen-
trated employment center.

• The center city’s resi-
dential sector continues to 
grow.

• And two-thirds of 
survey respondents consis-
tently feel that the down-
town is headed in the right 
direction.

Newman said the down-
town has enjoyed 13 con-
secutive years of increasing 
occupancy rates.

More than 10 years after 
it opened, Movies 14, which 
replaced the parking lots on 
East Northampton Street, 
continues to attract more 
than 7,000 patrons per 
week.

ON THE COVER: Photographer Aimee Dilger captured the Columbus statue that keeps watch on Wilkes-Barre’s Public Square.

WILKES-BARRE — To appre-
ciate just how far downtown 
Wilkes-Barre’s revitalization 

efforts have come, all you need to do 
is to remember what it looked like in 
the year 2000.

“By then, we had been hemorrhaging 

businesses for almost two decades,” 
said Larry Newman, executive direc-
tor of the Diamond City partnership. 
“In fact, the downtown vacancy rate 
doubled from 1985 to 1996.”

Newman said downtown’s public 
environment was a mess.

By Bill O’Boyle | boboyle@timesleader.com

Butch Comegys | For Times Leader
A family walks through Public Square in Wilkes-Barre, which is currently undergoing refurbishments.

“We are growing in jobs, wages, 
business attraction/retention 
and business diversity. At the 
same time, our strengthening 
economy has exposed a critical 
need in workforce.”

Wico van Genderen
president/CEO of the Greater Wilkes-Barre 

Chamber of Commerce

We’ve come a long 
way, but we have 

to keep going
WILKES-BARRE — In 1919 — one 

century ago — Wilkes-Barre was the 
nation’s 83rd largest city.

Two years earlier, in 1917, miners had 
pulled 100 million tons of hard coal from 
Northeastern Pennsylvania’s mines — a 
new record for anthracite production.

Downtown was the bustling hub of 
retail, commerce, and entertainment for 
250,000 people who called the Wyoming 
Valley home.

From Glen Lyon to West 
Pittston, the Valley floor was 
a dense carpet of tight-knit 
towns and neighborhoods, 
woven from double-blocks 
and company homes, Main 
Streets and corner stores, 
parish churches and local 
schools, factories and rail-
road yards.

The residents of the 
Wyoming Valley of 1919 — 
two-thirds of them born in 
another country — comprised Pennsylva-
nia’s third-largest population center. Most 
came here for the opportunity to perform 
hard — often brutal — work, and the 
promise of better lives for themselves and 
their families.

It’s understandable that people are 
nostalgic about that lost age. Only a few 
years after 1919, our region began a long, 
hard downhill slide, punctuated by anthra-
cite’s collapse, population loss, and the 
slow unraveling of our civic and economic 
fabric.

It’s easy to overlook the decades of 
heroic efforts to rebuild the local economy 
— which ultimately resulted in hundreds 
of new industries and tens of thousands 
of new jobs — because those efforts were 
pushing against powerful national trends 
that didn’t favor “legacy” industrial cities 
like ours, and against devastating set-
backs like Hurricane Agnes.

And, it’s understandable that people 
who grew up here often have a palpable 
sense of loss. They look around, remem-
bering the Wyoming Valley before the 
wrenching effects of industrial decline 
and socio-economic change, and they 
grow hopeless about the current state of 
our region by comparison.

Some wait for the return of the “good 
old days,” always measuring new revital-
ization efforts against how things “used 
to be,” and always finding deficiencies. 
New initiatives are met with cynicism — 
young people are counseled to get out.

But, here’s the reality: there’s no going 
back. Communities can’t hide from larger 
economic and societal change, and they 

Larry
Newman

Guest 
Columnist

See PROGRESS | 4 See FORWARD | 4
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There are 21 loft con-
dominiums in the once-
vacant buildings next 
door, and Downtown 
Wilkes-Barre has become 
the region’s Restaurant 
Row.

Newman goes on to 
point out that the old 
Woolworth’s building isn’t 
vacant any more — it 
houses the Wilkes/King’s 
Barnes & Noble book-
store, Pepperjam and a 
dozen incubator tenants, 
and the Wilkes-Barre 
THINK Center — the 
hub of Wilkes-Barre’s 
start-up sector.

And, Guard Insurance’s 
landmark South River 
Street offices were just 
purchased by local entre-
preneur Kris Jones, who 
will use them to house his 
portfolio of businesses, 
along with the area’s first 
tech “accelerator.”

In fact, Newman notes 
that downtown is home to 
more than two-dozen dif-
ferent tech start-ups, com-
panies like Edify, Mobin-
iti, PlanGuru, Socialocca, 
and VizVibe. In fact, 
today, he says one-third of 
all the information-sector 
jobs in the Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton metro area are 
located in Downtown.

“The existence of these 
start-ups would have been 
unimaginable just a few 
years ago, but today they 
aren’t just key contribu-
tors to the local economy, 
they’re also helping to 
keep young people liv-
ing here,” Newman said. 
“And, the environment 
they want can only be 
found in a place like 
Downtown Wilkes-Barre.”

Berkshire Hathaway GUARD
For instance, Berkshire 

Hathaway GUARD is in 
the process of moving its 
operations into the Tower 
on the Square.

Berkshire Hathaway 
currently has 664 full-time 
employees in Wilkes-
Barre. In its new loca-
tion at 39 Public Square, 
Berkshire Hathaway has 
occupied six floors. Full 
occupancy of the high-rise 
building is expected to be 
completed by the fall.

Carl J. Witkowski, 
Chief Operating Officer 
and Executive Vice Presi-
dent at Berkshire Hatha-
way GUARD Insurance 
Companies, said when 
the building’s remodel-
ing is completed, the 
company will have space 
to accommodate approxi-
mately 1,000 employees.

“Even after all 10 floors 
of the Tower on the 
Square are fully occupied, 
we will continue to hold 
onto two other buildings 
in the downtown,” Wit-
kowski said. “We will still 
have employees at our 
three-story building on 
Market Street (the former 
M&T Bank building) and 
our five-story building on 
Frazer Lane.”

Witkowski said the 
company is continuing 
to grow its staff and will 

have an on-site job fair 
in the Tower building on 
Public Square. The job 
fair will be held in the 
Tower on Wednesday 
May 1, from 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. and on Sunday, May 
5, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

King’s and Wilkes
Then, there’s King’s 

College and Wilkes Uni-
versity — both schools 
have expanded their cam-
puses in order to anchor 
both ends of Main Street.

King’s College’s health 
sciences programs adjoin 
Public Square, and the 
old Spring Brook Water 
Company building is 
being rehabbed to house 
the college’s new civil and 
mechanical engineering 
programs.

In the meantime, Wil-
kes has transformed the 
second block of South 
Main Street with a new 
business school, a new 
home for the Sordoni 
Art Gallery, and student 
housing.

Recently, Wilkes 
announced a $2.5 million 
PennDOT/Wilkes Univer-
sity streetscape project, 
that will improve pedes-
trian and vehicular safety, 
add street and walkway 
lighting, and connect key 
street corridors of the city.

Work on the project is 
set to begin on May 20 
— the week after Wilkes’ 
commencement — and 
be completed by Aug. 15. 
Wilkes University Presi-
dent Patrick Leahy said 
the project is “another 
outstanding example” of 
a public-private partner-
ship.

Much of the project 
is funded by the Trans-
portation Alternatives 
Program administered 
by PennDOT. Wilkes is 
contributing $500,000 to 
address costs related to 
engineering and design.

What it includes:
The pedestrian 

improvement project 
is a continuation of the 
streetscape improve-
ments Wilkes has made 
in the blocks surrounding 
its campus, specifically 
South Franklin Street. 
This next phase includes 
improvements to:

• South Main Street 
from Northampton Street 
to South Street.

• West South Street 
from South Franklin 
Street to South Main 
Street.

• South Franklin 
Street from Ross Street 
to West South Street (a 
pedestrian crosswalk with 
crossing signals will be 
installed in front of the 
Arnaud C. Marts Center).

BID Clean Team
Newman said down-

town’s public environ-
ment now gets focused 
attention thanks to the 
Downtown Wilkes-Barre 
Business Improvement 
District. He said the 
BID’s Clean Team has 
removed more than 62 
tons of trash and 1,400 
graffiti tags from down-
town sidewalks and prop-
erties since 2007 — for 
the past six years, they 
have installed and main-
tained 186 flower baskets 
through the spring and 
summer. There are new 

pedestrian-scale street-
lights, new sidewalks, and 
new street trees through-
out downtown, with more 
to come later this year.

Housing
Most exciting, Newman 

said, is the housing mar-
ket — downtown is again 
a live-work neighborhood.

• 216 new housing 
units have been con-
structed in downtown 
during the past 10 years, 
with another 36 units 
currently under construc-
tion.

• As those units have 
been snapped up, down-
town’s population has 
steadily become younger 
and better educated — 
the US Census tells us 
that Downtown’s share 
of college-educated resi-
dents under the age of 35 
is now almost twice that 
of Luzerne County as a 
whole.

“There’s no question 
that downtown is on a 
positive trajectory,” New-
man said. “However, we 
also recognize that there’s 
still a lot of work to do.”

Newman says a great 
downtown harnesses 
its fundamental quali-
ties — compactness, 
diversity and density of 
use, distinctive character, 
lots of activity — as its 
strengths.

“It builds on those 
qualities, along with a 
comfortable public envi-
ronment, in order to cre-
ate a place where people 
want to work, live, shop, 
and spend time,” New-
man said. “We’ve made a 
lot of progress, but we’re 
not yet fully where we 
want to be.”

Follow trajectory
Successful downtown 

revitalizations generally 
follow the same trajectory 
— Newman said one that 
moves from addressing 
the basics of clean, safe, 

and attractive, to a place 
that can support the arts 
and entertainment, and 
then restaurants, and 
then downtown housing, 
and finally new retail and 
office tenants.

“We’re still working our 
way along that path,” he 
said.

Through it all, New-
man said downtown 
has become remark-
ably vibrant during the 
evenings, but that isn’t 
always the case at other 
times of day. He said 
there are still too many 
vacant buildings and too 
many gaps.

“We don’t yet have a 
consistent critical mass 
of activity — particularly 
retail activity,” Newman 
said. “And, throughout 
downtown, the quality of 
the public environment 
simply isn’t where it 
needs to be.”

So, Newman says, we 
need to continue to foster 
new investment of all 
kinds.

“We need to do a better 
job with historic preserva-
tion,” he said. “And, we 
need to provide a more 
consistently hospitable 
public realm. In particu-
lar, we need to continue 
our work to remake Pub-
lic Square.”

Then, there’s the dis-
cussion about safety. 
Newman says it’s clear 
that, when it comes to 
this issue, facts don’t 
really matter — the sta-
tistics may say one thing, 
but public perceptions 
say another.

One effective weapon 
in combating those per-
ceptions is simple — get 
more people downtown.

“We need to continue 
to bring more people 
downtown to experience 
the improvements for 
themselves instead of 
believing whatever they 
happen to read online,” 
Newman said. “Survey 

results make it clear — 
as people spend more 
time in downtown, their 
perceptions of downtown 
steadily improve.”

It’s also undeniable that 
downtown is a very busy 
place, and it attracts all 
sorts of people, Newman 
noted. When individu-
als come downtown and 
engage in uncivil behav-
ior, that has a negative 
impact on everyone else 
— and it can’t be toler-
ated.

“So, we continue to 
work with the city and 
the police department to 
ensure that downtown 
provides a comfortable 
public environment,” 
Newman said.

However, Newman said 
we must also remember 
that, for better or worse, 
downtown is a reflection 
of our entire commu-
nity — and that means 
that all our community’s 
problems, from poverty 
to addiction to mental 
illness, are going to show 
up there in a very visible 
fashion.

“The challenges that 
we sometimes see playing 
out on downtown’s side-
walks and public spaces 
aren’t only downtown 
issues,” Newman said. 
“And they aren’t going 
to be solved by down-
town stakeholders alone. 
They are the region’s 
issues, and if they aren’t 
addressed forthrightly, 
they’ll continue to drag 
the entire community 
down.”

Nevertheless, Newman 
remains very positive 
about Downtown Wilkes-
Barre’s future — and, 
based on the array of pri-
vate investments that are 
being made throughout 
downtown — from the 
first block of North River 
Street to the second block 
of South Main Street — 
it’s clear that many others 
feel the same way.

PAGE 4 TIMES LEADER  MEDIA GROUP • SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 2019

Butch Comegys | Times Leader
New benches are just one of the features on a newly refurbished Public Square.
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can’t freeze themselves in 
time.

You can either be an 
actor in shaping your 
own story, or you will be 
acted upon.

There is no third 
option.

And, here’s another 
reality: the Wyoming Val-
ley isn’t alone.

Brain drain, factory and 
store closings, the opioid 
crisis, neighborhood 
decline, and struggling 
Main Streets are issues 
confronting cities and 
towns across the nation.

In the recent book Our 
Towns, authors James 
and Deborah Fallows 
describe four years tra-
versing the United States 
by single-engine plane. 
They visited dozens of 
communities from Maine 
to Arizona — including 
two Pennsylvania cities, 
Allentown and Erie — in 
order to understand how 
small-town America has 
been navigating change at 
the local level.

And, they recorded 
how some of those com-
munities are turning 
themselves around — not 
by waiting for good for-
tune to fall from the sky 
— but by the slow, incre-
mental work of rebuilding 

civic muscle and regen-
erating themselves as 
places where people want 
to live.

When I finally had 
a chance to read Our 
Towns in full, a chapter 
toward the end, titled 
“10½ Signs of Civic Suc-
cess,” caught my atten-
tion. In it, the Fallows 
describe the common 
factors they saw in those 
small cities and towns — 
Rust Belt and Sun Belt, 
red state and blue state 
— that are successfully 
charting a path forward.

So, let’s consider the 
Fallows’ checklist of those 
things distinguishing the 

Times Leader file photo
Larry Newman, executive director of Diamond City Partnership.
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Recently, Wilkes announced a $2.5 
million PennDOT/Wilkes University 
streetscape project, that will improve 
pedestrian and vehicular safety, add 
street and walkway lighting, and 
connect key street corridors of the city.
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places where things seem 
to work:

1. People work together 
on practical local possibili-
ties, rather than allowing 
bitter disagreements about 
national politics to keep 
them apart.

2. You can pick out the 
local “patriots” (those who 
are the answer to the ques-
tion, “Who makes this town 
go?”).

3. The phrase “public-pri-
vate partnership” refers to 
something real (In success-
ful towns, people can point 
to something specific and 
say, “This is what a partner-
ship means.”).

4. People know their 
civic story (Successful cit-
ies seem to have a guiding 
story – one explaining why 
the place works).

5. They have healthy 
downtowns (This seems 
obvious, but it is probably 
the quickest single marker 
of the condition of a town).

6. They are near a 
research university.

7. They have, and care 
about, a community college.

8. They have distinctive, 
innovative schools (Across 
our country, we saw cities 
experimenting with schools 
that could succeed — and 
we noticed where that was 
not so).

9. They make themselves 
open.

10. They have big plans.
10.5. And, finally: a city 

on the way back will have 
at least one craft brewery, 
maybe more.

There’s nothing magical 
or comprehensive about 
this list — after all, it’s 
based on one set of observa-
tions — but it’s unquestion-
ably thought provoking.

So, think about it for 
yourself: when it comes to 
these characteristics, how 
is our community — the 
Greater Wilkes-Barre area 
— faring? Where do we 
hit the mark? Where do we 
need to do better?

And, the next time you 
start longing for the “good 
old days,” consider this: in 
1919, Wilkes-Barre was the 
largest city in the United 
States without any college 
or university to educate its 
young people.

Today, Greater Wilkes-
Barre boasts five different 
colleges and universities 
enrolling more than 16,000 
students.

That didn’t happen by 
accident, but through hard 
collective effort.

And, if you look around 
the Valley, you’ll see many 
other areas — from down-
town revitalization to 
entrepreneurial develop-
ment; economic recovery to 
environmental reclamation; 
public libraries to parks 
and trails — where we’ve 
made similarly remarkable 
progress.

In other words, while 
change is difficult, it’s cer-
tainly possible.

So, we need to move 
forward with purpose. We 
must “tend our garden” — 
if we don’t care about our 
own communities, who else 
will?

Let’s focus on the issues 
that continue to hold us 
back — limited economic 
opportunities; distressed 
core neighborhoods; strug-
gling public schools; a lack 
of governmental capacity; 
the near-complete absence 
of planning — and redouble 
our efforts to work together 
and correct them.

We need to learn from 
our mistakes, and from the 
mistakes of other communi-
ties, lest we repeat them.

We still have some dis-
tance to travel — but we’ve 
already come a long way.

Let’s keep going.

Larry Newman is executive director of 
Diamond City Partnership.
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Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
The Wyoming Valley Art League calls the Circle Centre for the Arts in Wilkes-Barre home.

Bringing art, culture to the community

WYOmINg VALLEY ART LEAgUE

The building that the 
organization now owns, 
was previously owned 
by the Luzerne County 
Medical Society, with a 
circular room reflecting 
the structure’s name, 
Circle Centre for the 
Arts.

The center recently 
opened its spring juried 
art show, which will run 
until June 13. With more 
than 80 entries in each 
of five categories, the 
show brings beauty and 
color to both floors of 
the building.

The show will run at 
the same time as the 
Fine Arts Fiesta, provid-
ing a chance for art lov-
ers to take a few minute 
walk to enjoy the art 
league’s offerings.

The Art League will 
also have a tent set up 
at the Fiesta to show off 
their members’ artwork 
and to reach out to the 
community.

Robert Husty, the 
organization’s coordina-
tor, said the art league 
partners with other 
community organiza-
tion, including the 
Wilkes-Barre Chamber of 
Commerce, Wilkes Uni-
versity and the Sordoni 
Art Gallery to bring the 
arts to Wilkes-Barre and 
surrounding area.

The organization’s 
round striking building, 
with a South Franklin 
Street address, can be 
seen and accessed from 
South Main Street, put-
ting it close to the city’s 
“restaurant row,” and 
within easy walking dis-
tance from downtown, 
making it part of what is 
known as the city’s “Art 
Block.”

This spot has made 
the Art League a natu-
ral for the city’s “Third 
Friday Art Walk,” which 
begins in April and runs 
through early fall.

The Art League also 
offers a monthly Sunday 
at the Circle, with differ-

ent types of art, includ-
ing performing art, for 
those attending.

The league’s Don 
Armstrong said during 
an age where schools 
are dropping art, drama 
and music programs, the 
organization is increas-
ingly important in pro-
viding cultural opportu-
nities to residents.

Armstrong said the 

league has hosted ele-
mentary and high school 
students at the center to 
help them gain apprecia-
tion of art in an interac-
tive environment.

Students were able to 
look at art and then take 
time to write about. An 
activity that went over 
exceedingly well.

“We were able to bring 
art into word,” said 

Patricia Lacy, a member 
who assisted with the 
program.

The Art League also 
seeks to go out into the 
community, loaning art 
to local businesses to be 
enjoyed a perhaps pur-
chased.

Recently the organiza-
tion worked with the 
Linde Corporation, hang-
ing art on the business’ 

walls. The Art League 
is also reaching out to 
other businesses and is 
hoping to also partner 
with them, bringing art 
to the workplace.

The organization also 
many performances and 
classes for both mem-
bers and the community, 
offering an art class at 
Ruth’s Place about twice 
monthly.

Armstrong said the 
Wyoming Valley pro-
vides a wonderful oppor-
tunity for its residents 
to purchase beautiful art 
at a reasonable cost with 
many artists featured by 
the league well-known in 
the art world nationally.

Springtime, Arm-
strong said, has always 
been a time for a mini-
renaissance of art, with 
the Art Walk and Fine 
Arts Fiesta bringing 
residents, artists and 
non-artists alike, to the 
center city to appreciate 
and learn about art.

For more information 
about the Wyoming 
Art League access their 
website at http://wyo-
mingvalleyartleague.
org/.

WILKES-BARRE – The Wyoming 
Valley Art League has served as 
an asset to the community for 

more than 60 years, providing benefits that 
go far beyond simply the appreciation of 
fine arts hanging on its wall, but also in 
community outreach, performance art and 
the written word.

The organization was started in 1954 by 
a group of women committed to bringing 
culture to the Wyoming Valley. Although 
appreciation for art and commitment to the 
community has been a constant within the 
organization, much has also changed, with 
the league finding a permanent home on 
South Franklin Street in 2011.

By Geri Gibbons | For Times Leader

Wyoming Valley Art League coordinator Robert Husty and President Don Armstrong stand with juried art entries in the gallery of 
the Circle Centre for the Arts.

Don Armstrong, president of the Wyoming Valley Art League, looks at sculptures for the members’ 
juried art show recently.
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To move forward, we all must work ‘together’
WILKES-BARRE — 

For decades coal was 
king, making Northeast-
ern Pennsylvania the 
center of the economic 
universe.

Our 
region sup-
plied urban 
centers such 
as Philadel-
phia and 
New York 
City with 
anthracite 
and was a 
critical com-
ponent to 
helping fuel 

the American Industrial 
Revolution.

However, as time 
passed, and the depen-
dence on anthracite 
dwindled, our region 
was saddled with mine-
scarred land, a strug-
gling economy, and an 
unskilled workforce.

The collapse of coal 
was not all negative, as 
the industry highlighted 
the work ethic, determi-
nation and resiliency of 
the residents of North-
eastern PA. Those char-
acteristics of our commu-
nity allowed the Greater 
Wilkes-Barre Chamber 
of Business & Industry, 
along with our fellow 
Economic Development 
Organizations (EDOs) in 
Scranton and Hazleton, 
to develop and execute 
a regional strategy to 
convert that mine-scarred 
land and develop busi-
ness and industrial parks. 
Leveraging the strengths 
of our people (work-
force), we were successful 
in attracting new indus-
tries to the region, and in 
the process, diversified 
our local economy.

Fast forward to 2019, 

and the Greater Wilkes-
Barre Chamber is still 
focused on diversifying 
our local economy.

But today, it’s not 
done through real estate 
development, but through 
unique, custom-based 
solutions and programs 
delivered through Wilkes-
Barre Connect.

Representing the Great-
er Wilkes-Barre Chamber 
of Business & Industry, 
Wilkes-Barre Connect is 
the Entrepreneurial and 
Economic Development 
provider in Northeastern 
PA. Connect is powered 
by its partners — Penn 
State University, Wilkes 
University, Ben Franklin 

Technology Partners, 
and the Diamond City 
Partnership — along with 
our entrepreneurial part-
ners in Hazleton (Jocelyn 
Sterenchock-CAN BE) 
and Scranton (Aaron 
Whitney-Scranton Cham-
ber). Together, utilizing 
a well-structured local, 
national and global net-

work, we “connect” entre-
preneurs, start-ups, and 
existing businesses to 
the resources, providers, 
and facilities they need to 
grow in Northeastern PA. 
Together, we have devel-
oped a true entrepreneur-
ial ecosystem.

Our goal at Connect 
is not just focused on 

programming, data and 
metrics — it’s about 
changing the culture of 
Northeast PA. We are 
done being referred to 
as coal country. We are 
transforming Northeast 
PA into a hub of innova-
tion and creativity.

Bill Tarutis file photo | For Times Leader
Miner’s Mill Craft Distillery founder Nick Rosati, right, describes his business to Wilkes University Allan P. Kirby Center for Free Enterprise & Entrepreneurship Executive 
Director Rodney Ridley and Wilkes University Executive-in-Residence Jerry Ephault at the Wilkes-Barre THINK Center during a Wilkes-Barre Connect Pitch event last year. 
The picth event is just one of the numerous programs Wilkes-Barre Connect holds throughout the year.

Joe 
Boylan
Guest

Columnist

See BOYLAN | 11
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Residents upbeat about downtown

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
Eileen Kenyon looks over Main Street from the shared deck at the Elevations Lofts on Main.

“I can walk to just 
about anything. I like the 
community. I met a lot of 
people down here. I have 
a lot of friends,” Kenyon 
summed up the benefits 
of her choice to be an 
urban dweller.

She’s got company 
as the downtown has 
become a preferred loca-
tion with the conversion 
of the some of the city’s 
tallest and oldest office 
buildings into luxury 
living spaces. Kenyon’s 
neighbors are a mixed 
bunch of young people, 
professionals and seniors.

The millions of dollars 
of private development, 
combined with the invest-
ments by King’s College 
and Wilkes University 
and the city have paid off 
and breathed new life into 
the heart of Wilkes-Barre 
teeming with new shops, 
businesses, residences 
and restaurants.

“You have a vibrant 
center of the city. If you 
have something vibrant, 
they will come. The more 
they come, the more 
vibrant it will become,” 
Kenyon said. “It’s a ripple 
effect.”

There’s room for more 
and Kenyon presented 
her wish list of boutique 
shops and restaurants 
that open for lunch.

Still she likes the trans-
formation.

“Wilkes-Barre got a bad 

By Jerry Lynott | jlynott@timesleader.com

WILKES-BARRE — Eileen Kenyon walks 
the walk and talks the talk about the 
downtown. 

It’s home to the 73-year-old retiree and 
has almost everything she needs.

“I always swore I would come back,” Kenyon said.
She returned to her birthplace 10 years ago after 

working in New Jersey and moved into one of the 
lofts at 14 E. Northampton St. next to the RC The-

atres Wilkes-Barre Movies 14.
Loft living suited her fine.
 “I wanted to own something” that wasn’t a 

house with a lawn to mow in the summer and 
snow to shovel from the sidewalks in the winter, 
she said.

She can come and go as she pleases, and does to the 
F.M. Kirby Center, the Osterhout Free Library, the 
River Commons and elsewhere downtown.

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
The Elevations Lofts on Main above Januzzis and the WB Movies 14.See DOWNTOWN | 9
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Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
The city is reflected in the Elevations Lofts on Main front door.

rap and many years ago 
it deserved it,” Kenyon 
said.

But it’s changed with 
time, money and through 
the efforts of people and 
organizations.

“You’d hardly recognize 
the place from 10 years 
ago,” Kenyon said.

The growth doesn’t go 
unchecked, however. Ken-
yon, a co-coordinator of 
the Downtown Residents’ 
Association, keeps an eye 
on the happenings.

“Our mission is to 
improve the quality of life 
not just for the downtown 

residents, but for all of 
the people of Wilkes-
Barre,” Kenyon said.

Pat Parks joins Kenyon 
in that endeavor as the 
other co-coordinator.

“One of the reasons 
we’re doing it is we’re try-
ing to get rid of the bad 
impression people have of 
downtown,” Parks said.

She and her husband 
Wes bought a home on 
South Franklin Street 
that was built in 1873 and 
restored with three others 
vacant properties by the 
now defunct non-profit 
development corporation 
CityVest.

“We like an urban set-
ting,” Pat Parks said. “It’s 
very nice living down-

town because you can 
walk everywhere.”

She and Wes had been 
living in San Diego before 
their separate moves east. 
Wes, 76, came first to 
take a job as an engineer-
ing professor at the Penn 
State Wilkes-Barre cam-
pus in Lehman Township 
in 1997. Pat, who said 
she’s close in age to her 
husband, joined him eight 
years later.

The couple bought half 
of the South Franklin 
Street double-block after 
Wes said in 2004 he went 
into the office of Larry 
Newman, who was a vice 
president for the Greater 
Wilkes-Barre Chamber of 
Business and Industry of 

the Diamond City Part-
nership at the time, and 
asked, “Where does one 
find old houses?”

Newman, now execu-
tive director of the Dia-
mond City Partnership, 
the downtown economic 
development organiza-
tion, showed Wes Parks 
the CityVest designs and 
sold him on the project. 
“It was an opportunity to 
live in an old house,” Wes 
Parks said

From his front door 
Wes Parks takes regular 
walks with his fox terrier 
and meets up with oth-
ers walking their dogs. 
He said it’s one of the 
positive aspects of living 
downtown.

Safety isn’t an issue. 
“For me, I’m not con-
cerned,” he said.

He encouraged others 
to live downtown in one 
of the many houses on 
the market. “There are a 

lot of them there,” Wes 
Parks said.

The recent develop-
ment has focused on the 
office buildings near Pub-
lic Square, but Pat Parks 
wished the attention 
turned more toward the 
neighborhood.

“It would be nice if they 
could improve the houses 
farther down,” she said.

Reach Jerry Lynott at 570-991-6120 
or on Twitter @TLJerryLynott.

From page 8

Downtown
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A Public Square staple since 1985
CIRCLES ON THE SqUARE

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
Debi Rudy, Brenda Sokolowski, Flo Bellucci, Kristeen Kania and Qiana Brown of Circles on the Square.

“Phil was the type who wanted 
to work hard and have fun and 
he did that with Circles,” Debi 
Rudy said. “Nothing really hasn’t 
changed, we continue to offer 
quality and great food to our loyal 
customers.”

As workers slip, slid and hustle 
in the back kitchen preparing for 
another busy day of offering sand-
wiches and salads, Debi Rudy 
recalled when she met Phil.

Around the time when Circles 
opened, Debi Rudy began work-
ing for Attorney Carl Frank as 
a legal secretary, a position she 
continues today while also operat-
ing Circles.

Standing in line one day inside 
Circles for lunch, she said Phil 
“flirted” with her by asking her 
a question. Phil told her if she 
answered the question correctly, 
she didn’t have to pay for her 
lunch.

“Ever since then, we were 

seven feet off the ground, that’s 
how passionate we were about 
each other,” Debi Rudy said.

Phil Rudy would work 16 hours 

a day, seven days a week. After 
the two began dating, Debi Rudy 

WILKES-BARRE — Circles 
on the Square has mainly 
stayed the same with its 

crazy and delicious offerings while 
outside, Public Square has seen 
many changes since the delicates-
sen and emporium opened nearly 35 
years ago.

Nestled behind a table in the back 
kitchen doing paper work next to a 
chest freezer, a wall shelf full of sup-
plies and hot ovens, Debi Rudy con-
tinues the legacy her late husband, 
Phil Rudy, and his business partner, 
Steve Gibbs, started in January 1985.

Debi Rudy sits in her office area at Circles on the Square. On the chair she sits in Phil 
Rudy, the late founder of the sandwich shop and Rudy’s husband, left a ‘Boss Lady’ 
photo.

See CIRCLES | 10
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said she told him to work six 
days, having one day to them-
selves.

After Phil’s passing in March 
2017 at the age of 68, Debi 
Rudy began running Circles 
leaving the food preparations 
and menu selections to Brenda 
Sokolowski and a dedicated 
staff.

One item Circles is famous 
for is their day’s menu specials. 
You never know if a sandwich 
will be named after you.

Who makes up those crazy 
sandwich names?

“Phil started naming sand-
wiches when Circles opened 
using a twist of some sort, 
whether it was a current event, 
seasonal changes or after some-
one he knew or if someone was 
in the news,” Debi Rudy said.

Today, Sokolowski makes up 
the names for the day’s menu 
specials.

“I stole his ideas,” Sokolows-
ki said. “Phil was a riot and a 
great man. We all miss him.”

Sandwiches offered by Cir-
cles are made with Boarshead 
deli meats and cheeses. To say 

the sandwiches are overstuffed 
would be an understatement. 
And they offer pickles in a little 
cup.

Phil Rudy and Gibbs met as 
students at Wilkes University 

prior to the Agnes Flood of 
1972. Both moved away but 
returned to the Wyoming Val-
ley to give Wilkes-Barreans “A 
gold mine of good food” on the 
Square, says their 1985 news-

paper advertisement.
Circles also offers homemade 

soups, a salad bar, T-shirts, 
gifts and catering for parties.

While the only change to 
Circles is their menu that has 
grown with offerings, Public 
Square has been transformed 
with the elimination of the can-
opy and public transportation 
buses being moved to the Inter-
modal Transportation Center.

“I thought it was a good idea 
to remove the canopy, it really 
opened up Public Square mak-
ing us and other stores easily 
visible,” Debi Rudy noted.

As customers line up to 
order their sandwiches, a smil-
ing Phil Rudy is pictured above 
them, fastened high on the wall 
next to the large menu board. 
Of course, Phil stands behind a 
sandwich in the forefront.

“Everyday I come in, I look 
up and talk to him. I think he’s 
looking down and no doubt, 
he’s telling us what to do,” Debi 
Rudy says.

From page 9

Circles

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
Circles on the Square on Wilkes-Barre’s Public Square.



80924760

Brady Associates
500 Hunter Hwy. 
Tunkhannock, PA
570-836-3848

Residential Commercial,
Farms and Land

Relocation Services, Rental 
Services Appraisal Services

ERABradyrealtors.com
Email - erabrady@epix.net

Serving all your
real estate needs Celebrating 

30 years!

222 Northern Blvd. Clarks Summit PA
( Next to the PA Liquor Store)

570-587-1300  •   thirteenolives.com

Check out our newest spring flavors!

• Shop Locally for World Class Olive Oils and 
Balsamic Vinegars

• Customize Unique Gifts for any occasion
• Tastings Daily (try before you buy)

• Friendly and Professional Service

80925030

Steven Farrell
Owner/Broker

80926136

Clarks summit OffiCe
324 south state street, Clarks summit

570-587-7000

#1 in abington Heights aGaiN !
With Over $32 million sOlD in 2018 

1,409 CLOSED TRANSACTIONS, $206 MILLION CLOSED IN 2018

*GSBR Closed Transaction 1/1/2018-12/31/2018 *GSBR,PMAR,PWAR,LCAR 1/1/2018-12/31/2019
classicproperties.com

EST. 1983

5 Counties. 5 Offices . 100+ agents 

Michael Kors, Free People, St. John & DVF 
Chanel, Prada, Gucci, Tory Burch and more!

Hours: Tue, Fri, Sat  10am-5pm
Wed, Thur  10am-7pm (Closed Sun and Mon)

Large Selection of Prom Gowns
and Vintage Items

New Spring & Summer 
Items Arriving Daily

A Resale Boutique For Women

80925563

The Avenue
Route 6/11 one mile North of Clarks Summit

570-586-5006 • facebook.com/theavenueconsignment

80924641

INNOVATIONS 
IN THE ABINGTONS

F11

Leveraging our 
academic capital, tre-
mendous business and 
community leadership, 
and our local, state and 
federal government part-
ners, we have success-
fully channeled our hard 
working, coal industry 
mentality, into a passion-
ate community ready 
to grow from within. A 
true ecosystem where 
our residents have the 
power to launch new 
businesses, products and 
solutions right in their 
own backyard.

With that fire now lit, 
the role of Wilkes-Barre 
Connect has become 
even more clear. We 
must lead this innova-
tion revolution — but it 
cannot be done alone. 
We need our partners to 
answer the bell — and 

they have.
Whether it’s our aca-

demic partners (King’s, 
Wilkes, Misericordia, 
LCCC, and Penn State) 
or our Connect Aveng-
ers (Kris Jones, Ryan 
Hertel, Holly Pilcavage, 
Gerard Durling, Helen 
Lavelle, and Chris Nash) 
— our partners have 
been relentless. They 
have helped launch new 
programs, engage the 
community, and help us 
change the perception of 
our region.

And together we have 
set the stage for our com-
plete transformation to 
a region known as a hub 
of innovation and creativ-
ity. Just this past month, 
Connect launched its 
first PODCAST out 
of the THINK Center; 
announced a partnership 
with Kris Jones to open 
the region’s first Accel-
erator Building in down-
town Wilkes-Barre; and 

worked with the United 
States Postal Service 
and Maga Design Group 
to launch a national 
Academic-Industry 
Partnership right here in 
Northeast PA. These are 
just a few highlights of 
the amazing work being 
done right here in down-
town Wilkes-Barre.

With the players and 
programs now in place, 
Connect will continue 
on telling our story — 
not just of the unique 
programs and solutions 
we offer at Connect, but 
of the amazing people, 
places and businesses in 
Northeast PA.

It’s all been leading up 
to the launch of our first 
ever Wilkes-Barre Con-
nect Conference. This 
three-day event will be 
held at the Woodlands 
Inn & Resort on Novem-
ber 17–19, to showcase 
the innovative and cre-
ative side of Northeast-

ern PA.
We want the world to 

know who we are and 
what we do.

It’s time to make 
Northeastern PA the 
place we’ve always 

known it could be.
It’s time to rise up and 

take pride in our region.
It’s time to come 

together and make our 
coal ancestors proud of 
what we’ve become.

It’s time to take action.
It’s time to be innova-

tive and creative.
Who’s in?

Joe Boylan is executive director is 
Wilkes-Barre Connect.

From page 6

Boylan

Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Misericordia University associate director of alumni & annual giving Lauren Gorney, left, and Greater 
Nanticoke Area High School student Jasmyne Morgans greet fellow women entrepreneurs during the 
Wilkes-Barre Connect Spotlight Series at the Wilkes-Barre THINK Center last year.
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Positive growth 
in business 
fundamentals, 
key indicators

By most economic measures, we have 
seen positive growth in our business fun-
damentals and key indicators.

We are growing in jobs, 
wages, attraction/retention 
and business diversity.

The Wyoming Valley is 
attracting hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in private 
capital investment and creat-
ing millions of square feet of 
business inventory.

The investment in infra-
structure has not only grown 
our existing legacy busi-
nesses, exemplified by the 
freshly minted expansions 
of Colours, Geisinger Health Plan and 
Berkshire Hathaway Guard , but with the 
attraction of new businesses like Chewy, 
Adidas, Patagonia, American Paper Bag, 
True Value, Ubiquity and Spreetail.

The result is an exponential growth in 
jobs over a wide range of skill sets advanc-
ing wages for our overall labor force. In 
the past 5 years we have seen our unem-
ployment rate drop more than 6 percent-
age points from a high of 11 percent in 
2013 to less than 4.5 percent in 2018.

Our job growth has been fueled by a 
broad range of businesses over a spec-
trum of industry segments that are drawn 
to the confluence of great business value 
propositions, an enviable “work ethic”/ 
labor pool and a strong family lifestyle 
culture. The result is that we have 
developed a vibrant and stable economy 
through a measure of diversification.

At the same time, our strengthening 
economy has exposed a critical need in 
workforce. In our recent 2018 member 
government affairs survey, workforce was 
identified as our primary challenge with 
close to 70% of respondents indicating 
that they have hired or added new posi-
tions during the past twelve months but 
with a growing concern on the availability 
and quality of the workforce.

In business, your biggest asset is your 
labor force. Access to a talented labor 
force is one of the driving influences 
when businesses consider expanding 
existing operations or establishing new 
ones. Areas with the right skills, talent 
and expertise are the ones that will win 
the battle for job growth and business 
sustainability.

The availability of skilled talent and 
the gap between the existing workforce 
and the skills businesses need are key 
economic challenges; further exacerbated 
against the backdrop of historically low 
unemployment rates, a baby boomer gen-
eration of skilled labor poised for retire-
ment and an increase in new jobs entering 
our region.

We need to ensure we are making the 
investments to connect and align our peo-
ple and skill sets, train up where there are 
gaps and attract talent from both within 
and the outside.

Our focus as a Chamber must be to 
orchestrate and incubate workforce 
innovation through a multi-faceted coali-
tion of our ABCs (academia, business 
community) leaders and organizations. 
Alignment of the key inputs must focus 
on the following; it must be data-driven 
and grounded in the regional numbers, 
linked to education/trade certification, 
engaging in partnership with the business 
community, connecting the labor force 

See GROWTH | 14
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Fate of region, educational 
institutions ‘joined at the hip’

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
King’s College Engineering Department Chair Paul Lamore stands in a future classroom of the future Mulligan Center for Engineering in the former 
Spring Brook Water Building on Franklin Street in Wilkes-Barre.

By Bill O’Boyle | boboyle@timesleader.com

Larry Newman, executive 
director of the Diamond 
City Partnership, steward of 
Wilkes-Barre’s downtown, 
had this to say.

“Consider this: in 1919, 
Wilkes-Barre was the 
largest city in the United 
States without any college 
or university to educate 
its young people,” New-
man said. “Today, Greater 
Wilkes-Barre boasts five 
different colleges and uni-
versities enrolling more 
than 16,000 students. That 
didn’t happen by accident, 
but through hard collective 
effort.”

Thomas P. Leary, 
President, Luzerne County 
Community College, has 
hundreds, if not thousands 
of success stories about his 
students.

Like the the time a young 
woman walked across the 
stage to receive her diploma 
as a graduate of the LCCC 
nursing program.

“As she approached me, 
I heard a little girl yell out 
‘mommy.’ It was the gradu-
ate’s daughter in the audi-
ence,” Leary said. “I found 
out that this young lady was 
raising her child, working 
full-time, and caring for an 
aging parent.”

After the ceremony, Leary 
had a conversation with the 

graduate. She shared with 
him that it had always been 
a dream of hers to become 
a registered nurse but her 
life’s obligations had gotten 
in the way of her accom-
plishing that sooner.

“She said she had to tell 
her little girl at times to go 
play or be quiet because she 
had to study,” Leary said. 
“It reminded me of how her 
accomplishment will inspire 
her little girl and it really 
transforms not only individ-
uals, but generations. This 

is a story that literally can 
be told hundreds of times 
over. This is how LCCC 
impacts individual lives in 
our communities.”

Leary said Northeastern 
Pennsylvania has made sub-
stantial economic progress 
in the past several years 
with the many companies 
which have located in our 
region.

“These new businesses 
are providing thousands 
of new jobs for the area 
including significant oppor-

tunities for our graduating 
students, as well as current 
students who are employed 
as they work to complete 
their degree,” Leary said. 
“Luzerne County Commu-
nity College is formulating 
partnerships with these new 
employers as we continue to 
join with the community to 
provide training and educa-
tion for the workforce.”

Leary said college offi-
cials and company leaders 
are developing working 

A significant key to the economic 
growth and stability of any 
region rests with the quality of 

education at all levels.
Northeastern Pennsylvania — and 

specifically Luzerne County — is 
fortunate to have five colleges and 
universities that provide numerous 
programs that produce thousands of 
graduates each year.

Butch Comegys|For Times Leader
The Penn State Lion outside of the new Science Building at Penn State Wilkes-Barre.

See HIP | 14
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to business, and ensuring investments are 
maintained and innovative funding sources 
are tapped.

And finally, it must be constructed on the 
premise that the labor/business life cycle is 
connected to a living, breathing business 
ecosystem that must be measured, nurtured 
and managed.

As a business community we are engaging 
with our educators to align the workforce 
needs and provide greater connection to job 
pathways through certification and intern-
ships.

A great example is the work being done 
by Luzerne County Community College 
(LCCC) as both a feeder system into higher 
education, and just as critical, to provide 
specialization and skill set certifications for 
the trades in critical occupation needs such 
as machinists, mechanics, CDL drivers, engi-
neers and nurses. Another is with our WB 
Connect Ecosystem where we endeavor to 
connect our young talent pool who doesn’t 
think they can find a match for their skill-set, 
with businesses that didn’t know this young 
talent pool was available at their door step.

Today, Wilkes Barre and Northeastern 
PA are at a critical juncture. While there is 
wide agreement in our member surveys and 
employer round-tables that a skilled talent 
pool is essential for the future growth of 
business operations, there is also a looming 
concern.

And that is with low unemployment 
trends, baby boomer retirement, and new 
jobs coming into the region, we are faced 
with the very real potential of a net deficit 
in our labor pool. The need for a dynamic 
workforce has never been greater than it is 
today.

And this is not a local parochial issue; 
it is a regional NEPA issue that requires a 
collaborative partnership of our academic, 
business and community leaders to create a 
business ecosystem where NEPA talent can 
thrive to uplift the community and quality of 
life in the region.

Revitalizing workforce in Wilkes Barre and 
the NEPA area holds infinite potential for 
some economic breakthroughs and a new era 
of growth.

But to get there we have some heavy lift-
ing to do.

With a region known for its strong work 
ethic, affordable cost of living and a large 
college student population to draw from, 
we have a great start and now need to build 
upon this solid base.
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relationships which enhances the 
ability to fulfill the college’s mission 
of serving the education and training 
needs of the region. Since LCCC has 
the ability to align its academic pro-
grams with labor needs in the area, 
it’s important to remain in constant 
contact with area employers so that 
students graduate with skills that 
employers need.

“Additionally, tuition incentive 
plans offered by the businesses and 
industries in our region are a great 
benefit for individuals to assist with 
enhancing their skills and competen-
cies for mobility within the work-
place,” he said.

King’s College
Rev. John Ryan, president of King’s 

College, said the economy in North-
east Pennsylvania has been improv-
ing since 2010, with unemployment 
in Luzerne County dropping and 
currently below 5 percent. He said 
the top four industries in Luzerne 
County, which includes educational 
services, account for more than one 
half of all employment in the county.

“King’s College, along with other 
institutions of higher education, 
has been a force for positive change 
in Wilkes-Barre and NEPA,” Ryan 
said. “King’s College has provided 
over $100 million of direct economic 
impact to our area in 2018–2019 
including: $13.3 million in new 
construction projects, $8 million in 
student spending, and $16.3 million 
for federal, state, local and property 
taxes.”

Ryan said some 60 percent of stu-
dents at King’s College come from 
outside NEPA. Students from differ-
ent parts of our state, country and 
world chose to come to NEPA to live 
and to study. Ryan said a welcoming, 
attractive and economically vibrant 
NEPA is necessary to continue to 
attract outstanding students from 
both within and outside our region.

“The fate of our region and institu-
tions of higher education are joined 
at the hip,” Ryan said. “An energetic 
and lively NEPA economy supports 
higher education. Higher education, 
through student formation, workforce 
training, community services and 

direct spending, support the NEPA 
economy.”

As a native son of Wilkes-Barre, 
Ryan said he is one who has ben-
efited from the social and educational 
formation of this area.

”I am especially proud to see the 
economy of our region improving and 
making outstanding contributions to 
the common good of our state, coun-
try and world,” he said.

Penn State Wilkes-Barre
Dr. Dale Jones, Chancellor and 

Chief Academic Officer at Penn State 
Wilkes-Barre, said the economic 
health of the Wilkes-Barre area and 
Northeastern Pennsylvania region 
depends on the strength of our com-
munities, businesses, and citizens.

“A vibrant economy improves the 
quality of life in our region,” Jones 
said. “Penn State Wilkes-Barre is an 
anchor in the region. We have been 
here for 103 years bolstering the 
economy.”

Jones said Penn State Wilkes-Barre 
contributed $23.3 million to the local 
and Pennsylvania economies in fiscal 
year 2017, and supported, directly 
and indirectly, 311 Pennsylvania jobs. 
A new study, released in February 
2019 by Penn State, focused on mea-
suring the university’s impact in com-
munities across the Commonwealth.

As part of the Invent Penn State 
initiative, Jones said Penn State Wil-
kes-Barre partners with the Greater 
Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Business 
and Industry to promote employment 
growth, business development, and 
entrepreneurial spirit in Northeast-
ern Pennsylvania. Services at the 
Wilkes-Barre THINK Center on Main 
Street in downtown Wilkes-Barre are 
offered free of charge to community 
members, Penn State students, other 
local college students, and employers. 
Programming and resources include 
speaking events, pitch competi-
tions, start-up support, networking 
opportunities, business development, 
employment outreach, conferences, 
and business space.

“With-
out any 
doubt, 
our cam-
pus is an 
economic 
engine 
that helps 
drive the 

regional economy and improve lives,” 
Jones said. “There are many other 
ways in which Penn State Wilkes-
Barre generates economic activity in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania and ben-
efits students, families and residents. 
Examples of these secondary benefits 
are numerous.”

Beyond the $23 million in total 
economic contributions measured 
by the study, Jones said additional 
secondary impacts of Penn State 
Wilkes-Barre’s presence in the region 
not measured include: business rev-
enue and personal income generated 
by visitors to campus educational 
and cultural events, and other attrac-
tions annually; donations of money 
and time by Penn State Wilkes-Barre 
students, faculty, staff, and alumni to 
important regional causes; fostering 
new business startups and driving 
student career success and job cre-
ation; providing workforce training 
programs through continuing edu-
cation; and projecting Penn State 
through its teaching, research, and 
service to assist Northeastern Penn-
sylvania compete and succeed on a 
global stage.

Wilkes University
Patrick Leahy, president of Wilkes 

University, said though there are 
challenges in our region, there are 
also significant opportunities.

“An example are the recent recom-
mitments of Berkshire Hathaway 
Guard Insurance and Kris Jones to 
downtown Wilkes-Barre,” Leahy 
said. “This further supports the 
idea of creating a technology hub in 
our host city, generating incredible 
experiences for Wilkes students via 
internships, full-time employment or 
entrepreneurial support.”

Leahy said Wilkes’ engineering 
and business programs, as well as the 
work of the Allan P. Kirby Center for 
Free Enterprise and Entrepreneur-
ship, are a natural fit for this kind of 
economic growth.

From page 14
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“The idea that we 
can create professional 
opportunities that not 
only attract students to 
Wilkes, but encourage 
them to stay and invest 
in the area after gradua-
tion, is a win-win,” Leahy 
said. “To do so in the 
business and tech sectors 
can position our region 
for success now and in 
the future.”

Leahy said Wilkes 
remains committed to 

the downtown and will 
continue to seek out 
ways to grow the public-
private partnerships that 
make cities successful.

“A recent example is 
the next phase of our 
pedestrian safety project 
that improves and beauti-
fies city streets not just 
for Wilkes, but for our 
neighboring businesses 
and residents,” Leahy 
said. “That kind of invest-
ment would not occur if 
not for Wilkes. Wilkes-
Barre can become the 
next great college town 
— Wilkes is thrilled to be 

a part of it.”

Misericordia University
Thomas J. Botzman, 

Ph.D., president of 
Misericordia Univer-
sity, said private higher 
education has a direct 
interest in educating stu-
dents who are skilled and 
employable.

“Students want value 
for tuition,” Botzman 
said. “They want good 
jobs.”

Botzmnan said Miseri-
cordia’s programs must 
offer the contemporary 
literacies and real-word 

application needed to 
attract students so it is 
clear to them that upon 
graduation they are 
employable, able to drive 
economic growth, and 
enhance our communi-
ties in a positive way.

”Our professional pro-
grams are under-pinned 
by the liberal arts,” 
Botzman said. “Employ-
ers have said that people 
with broad-based think-
ing skills are needed 
to solve challenges and 
drive innovation. Cer-
tainly, that must be true 
for Northeastern Penn-

sylvania. Liberal arts 
encourages those think-
ing skills.”

Botzman said caring, 
motivated students, fac-
ulty and staff, like those 
at Misericordia Univer-
sity, also enhance our 
region by providing thou-
sands of hours of com-
munity service, in-depth 
service learning, and 
philanthropic support 
for dozens of worthwhile 
projects each year.

“Northeastern Penn-
sylvania’s economy offers 
much potential,” adds 
Botzman. “I have seen 

the expert presentations 
that illustrate how we 
sometimes lag behind 
the national economy.

“But our colleges and 
universities are produc-
ing new waves of talent-
ed graduates each year 
who offer a high level of 
professional competence 
and creative thinking. 
We also attract brilliant 
individuals to live and 
work here and comple-
ment the amazing talent 
who are born and raised 
in NEPA.”

Reach Bill O’Boyle at 570-991-6118 
or on Twitter @TLBillOBoyle.

From page 14
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King’s turns to past for the future

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
The former Memorial Presbyterian Church on North Street in Wilkes-Barre is being transformed into King’s College’s campus chapel.

School restoring two historic Wilkes-Barre buildings

By Mark Guydish | mguydish@timesleader.com

A recent tour shows 
how conversion efforts 
focus on making his-
toric and contemporary 
merge, rather than col-
lide.

At the church on North 
Main Street, that means 
restoring wood floors, 
chestnut wainscotting 
and meticulous stained 
glass windows, while 
making a white marble 
apse to offset a coal altar 
— an often overlooked 
gem sculpted in 1956 by 
Charles Edgar Patience 
but relegated these days 
to a side meditation 
room in the current cha-
pel.

“The white will really 
offset the black,” The 
Rev. Thomas Looney 
predicted. The campus 
ministry director and 
college chaplain noted it 
will also give the 4,500 
pound altar a larger audi-
ence on a regular basis.

At the Spring Brook 
Building, renovating his-
tory has meant restora-
tion of copper cladding 
on many windows, new 
elevator and stair towers, 
and converting a vault 
on each floor into new 

purposes, including a 
data closet and what may 
become the most secure 
janitorial supply closet in 
the state.

The first floor vault 
was the hardest to con-
vert. Original builders 
had not merely made the 
back wall of the vault a 
good foot thick, they had 
placed the metal rails 
from a train track verti-
cally in the concrete, all 
of which was cut out to 
turn the vault into a pas-
sageway between rooms.

The church, Looney 
noted, was built to serve 
coal miners, echoing 
the original mission of 
King’s College. It memo-
rialized three children 
of Calvin Wadhams who 
died of scarlet fever. 
Three intricate stained 
glass windows have been 
given a like-new look as 
the sun shines through 
depictions of the children 
accompanied by angels.

An organ has been 
removed and stored 
“Until we can hope-
fully afford to restore 
it,” Looney said, and the 
original pews were sold 
when the church closed, 

so the college obtained 
pews from a church in 
Massachusetts which 
are being restored, along 
with furnishings from the 
original church.

Along with all the res-
toration, the college is 
building an addition with 
office space, restrooms 
and a conference center.

Looney said King’s 

hopes to reach out to for-
mer members of Memo-
rial Presbyterian for the 
opening this fall, and 
encouraged any to call 
him at 570-208-5830.

The Spring Brook 
building has presented 
more challenges, in part 
because it is being con-

WILKES-BARRE — King’s College students 
can get a physical example of past being 
prologue this fall, as construction crews 

renovate two buildings that, combined, have stood 
for a quarter of a millennium. Both the former Spring 

Brook Water Supply Co. building (1907) and the 
Memorial Presbyterian Church (1872) are set to open 
for use as, respectively, the new Mulligan Engineer-
ing Center and he Chapel of Christ the King at the 
George & Giovita Maffei Family Commons.

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
The exterior stone on the former Memorial Presbyterian Church on North Street was harvested from Campbell’s Ledge and barged down 
the Susquehanna River for the building which was constructed in 1872.

See KING’S | 18



Botzman dives deeper: 
The study areas will have 
white board or glass 
walls, given students a 
lot of area to write on 
while they brainstorm. 
The classrooms will all 
be wired with computer 
screens that allow stu-
dents to see closeups of 
anything an instructor 
might be working on 
(The anatomy lab, for 
example, will have an 
overhead camera that 
can zoom in to a specific 
feature). Course work 
can also be pulled on the 
student screens.

While Misericordia 
remains “the only school 
in the area to have a 
cadaver lab,” Botzman 
noted simulators will 
allow students to do 

things they can’t on real 
bodies, such as seeing 
the nervous system on 
one side of a body while 
looking at the muscular 
system on the other.

The center will have 
a nuclear magnetic 
resonance machine that 
can be used to quickly 
determine things that 
otherwise require 
samples to be sent to a 
lab for analysis. And the 
whole building will be 
well suited for work that 
is “more mat intensive, 
more statistic inten-
sive, more analytics,” 
Botzman added.

Plans call for a large 
new wing added to the 
existing science center, 
with a “knuckle” con-
necting the two into an L 

shape. The knuckle, Van 
Etten said, will contain 
common spaces for stu-

dents. Total cost of the 
new section and reno-
vation to the existing 
building is $45 million, 
but that includes a lot of 
work that had to be done 
to put the building where 
it will be.

The University has 
already paved new park-
ing lots to make up for 
the space that will be 
lost to make room for 
the expansion. Some 
utilities that run under 
the existing lot also have 
to be moved. changes 
are needed to provide 
the extra power all that 
technology will require. 
And the road that runs in 
the front of the existing 
building will disappear, 
with traffic re-routed 
to what will, for most 
people on campus, be 
the back of the center — 
though it will look more 
like a front to those driv-
ing by.

The road change 
means new green space 
between Mercy Hall 
and the science center, 
with a new walkway 

wide enough to be 
used by emergency or 
maintenance vehicles if 
necessary. The change, 
Botzman noted, will help 
unify the campus visu-
ally.

“There was an awful 
lot of planning over 
several years,” Botzman 
said. “We included 
faculty, staff, students, 
people at other insti-
tutions, consultants, 
people we met who had 
good ideas. They all 
played a part in decid-
ing how we could put 
this together, how to 
make it a place that can 
best serve everyone.”

While the science 
center is the big news, 
Misericordia is moving 
in other directions, both 
programatically and 
physically. The school 
recently purchased the 
Payne Printery property, 
just “over the hill,” as 
Botzman put it, from 
the athletic area, which 
is also undergoing 
upgrades. There are no 
specific plans for it, but 

Botzman is confident a 
similar review of options 
will lead to something 
that serves the school 
and the region well.

And it is launching 
the graduate Healthcare 
Analytics program this 
fall, a completely online 
course geared primar-
ily for adult learners 
who, as program Direc-
tor George Godlewski 
put it “ideally someone 
who has an education 
in health care, who has 
experience working in 
health care.”

Available full-time or 
part-time, the program 
can be completed full-
time in four semesters, 
and students who want 
to focus on something 
specific to their goals 
may be given the chance 
to “design their own 
course if they have 
a unique interest,” 
Godlewski said.

The goal is to look not 
so much at the process of 
health care, but to look at 
broader issues in improv-
ing quality, to “provide 
the opportunity to take 
a comprehensive dive 
into quality improvement 
in health care,” he said. 
Courses include study on 
ethics, data and analyt-
ics, patient experience 
and health care policy, 
among others.

The program includes 
a “capstone project” 
designed to let a student 
actually create a “prod-
uct” that will improve 
some aspect of health 
care within their real 
world setting. Make a 
clinic more efficient, say.

Reach the Times Leader newsroom 
at 570-829-7242 or on Twitter @
TLnews.
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Big things happening at Misericordia
Henry Science Center will be largest academic building on campus

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
Misericordia University president Tom Botzman, shown in his office, is overseeing the construction of what will be the largest academic building on the school’s campus.

By Mark Guydish | mguydish@timesleader.com

DALLAS TWP. — The big news at Misericordia 
University is, well, literally the biggest, at least 
by square footage.

The Frank M. and Dorothea Henry Science Center 
will be “the largest academic building on campus,” 
University President Thomas Botzman pointed out. 
When completed it will be larger than the current size 

king, Mercy Hall, which sports about 74,000 square 
feet.

Director of Facilities Mark Van Etten rattles of some 
of the feature of this three-story, state of the art colos-
sus: “Seven lecture-style classrooms, 16 teaching labs, 
9 research labs, two seminar rooms, three conference 
rooms, nine breakout study areas for students.”

Aimee Dilger | Times Leader
George Godlewski discusses the new healthcare analytic program at Misericordia University.
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New beginnings at Wilkes
As some projects come to fruition, others are just beginning

Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Wilkes University students are lead by bagpiper Butch Modzelewski and members of the faculty through the school’s Gateway that connects South Main Street and South Franklin Street portions of the 
campus. The Gateway project is just one of several improvements the university has made around its campus. Its latest project is a streetscaping project on second block of South Main Street.

By Mark Guydish | mguydish@timesleader.com

Take that doctoral 
designation, one Leahy 
predicted as far back as 
2017. In January, the 
Carnegie Classification 
of Institutions of Higher 
Learning fulfilled the goal 
by reclassifying Wilkes as 
a “doctoral/professional 
university.”

“Why does that mat-
ter?” Leahy asked. “Okay, 
big deal, you’re a doctoral 
university, what does that 
mean for this university 
and the community?”

“This is evidence the 
scale of the institution is 
expanding, is growing. It 
means that, yes, we are 
serving more students 
than ever before, but it 
means we have more 
faculty engaged in the life 
of Wilkes University than 
ever before. And those 
faculty members all come 
with their own interest in 
scholarship and research 
and spawning entrepre-
neurial activity, so that 
grows the kind of impact 
we can have.”

It all spurs interdisci-
plinary cooperation in 
the school, which can 
mean more programs 
adapting to “needs in the 
marketplace.” It means 
more improvements to 
the physical facilities. It 
means more emphasis on 
research and what Leahy 
likes to call “discovery.” 
It means more support 
for other community 
programs, such as the 
SHINE after school pro-
gram, the Kirby Center 
for Free Enterprise and 
Entrepreneurship, the 
Small Business Develop-

ment center and the Fam-
ily Business Alliance.

Besides, the new pro-
grams and projects will 
keep coming after he 
leaves. A new master’s 
degree in pharmacology 
and medicinal chemistry 
begins this fall, while 
renovation of the athletic 
fields across the river 
and more streetscape 
renovations around the 

Wilkes-Barre Campus are 
slated for this summer.

Leahy points out much 
of the work on sidewalks 
is funded with grant 
money from the state that 
would not have come to 
the area if Wilkes didn’t 
provide matching fund-
ing.

While the new doc-
toral designation doesn’t 

WILKES-BARRE – On the one hand, Wilkes 
University is nearing completions: Comple-
tion of a major capital expansion that includ-

ed a new art gallery, engineering center, and outdoor 
improvements; completion of the long-sought goal to 
be designated as a doctoral institution; and comple-

tion of Patrick Leahy’s tenure as president.
But as usual Leahy, the university’s cheerleader-

in-chief for the last six years, sees beginnings and 
opportunities as the school prepares for his departure 
at end of July — and they extend deep into the com-
munity.

Bill Tarutis file photo | For Times Leader
Wilkes University President Patrick Leahy shows the renovations made to the Stark Learning Center courtyard.

New students at 
Wilkes University 
are greeted by 
staff member Alex 
Reynolds.

See WILKES | 18
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verted for use by the expand-
ing engineering department, 
complete with new labs, new 
classrooms, and a lot of new 
wiring for tech equipment — 
no small effort considering 
each story has a thick con-
crete floor (and thus, all but 
the top have a thick concrete 
ceiling).

Engineering Department 
Chair Paul Lamore showed 
off a second floor fireplace , a 
front room where arched win-
dows are being restored after 
several were converted to hold 
air conditioning units, a large 
marble counter currently pro-
tected by particle board, and 
a basement that will house a 
fabrication lab.

The part that is completely 
new — the stair and eleva-
tor towers added to the back 

of the building — includes a 
space between each tower that 
offers an impressive vista of 

the Susquehanna River, Mar-
ket Street Bridge and moun-
tains beyond. That space will 
be sheathed on all four floors 
in glass, giving students the 
same view once the building 
is done.

The engineering program 
has been expanding, with the 
addition of an option of three 
years at King’s at two at the 
University of Notre Dame, 
and a newer 3+2 agreement 
with Washington University 
in St. Louis. It also added a 
civil engineering program, to 
be included in the new build-
ing. Engineering enrollment 
has been on the rise, from 20 
incoming first-year students in 
the fall of 2013 to 45 in 2017 
and 32 in 2018.

Reach Mark Guydish at 570-991-6112 or on 
Twitter @TLMarkGuydish

automatically mean more 
doctoral program, it should 
make it easier to add pro-
grams at any level.

“I won’t kid you, it’s not 
likely any time soon we’re 
going to be offering a PhD 
in English, but there might 
be doctoral programs in 
other health fields, doctoral 
programs in other profes-
sional fields like business, 
if the market presents 
the opportunity,” he said. 
“Now we feel we’re in a 
better position to move on 
that opportunity. As a doc-
toral university we just have 
more range.”

Wilkes will also continue 
to support faculty research, 
and include undergraduates 
in that research. “We have 
pretty interesting innova-
tions emerging that you 
wouldn’t think Wilkes-Barre 
would be contributing 
toward, such as early cancer 
detection,” Leahy said.

The goal, both in tradi-
tional research and in sup-
porting entrepreneurship 
and business development, 
is always the same. “We 
want to figure out how the 
assets of our university can 
be expanded into the com-
munity.

Leahy leaves Wilkes with 
the school on target to meet 
all the goals of the current 
strategic plan by 2020, but 
he doesn’t see Wilkes stop-
ping at that point.

“There will always be the 
next project at a univer-
sity that’s hungry,” he said. 
“And I think this univer-
sity is hungry: Hungry to 
improve hungry to extend 
our mission, hungry to have 
a positive impact. And if 
that’s the culture of a place, 
there will always be other 
projects.”

Reach Mark Guydish at 570-991-6112 
or on Twitter @TLMarkGuydish

From page 17

Wilkes

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
A fourth floor classroom is near completion at the future Mulligan Center for Engineering.

From page 15

King’s

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
This addition to the former Memorial Presbyterian Church will house a community 
room.
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An effect beyond campus
PSU Wilkes-Barre working to benefit students and the community

Butch Comegys | For Times Leader
The Hayfield House at Penn State Wilkes-Barre.

By Patrick Kernan | pkernan@timesleader.com

One of those is Penn 
State Wilkes-Barre’s sus-
tainability program.

According to Brennan, 
the school’s definition 
of “sustainability” goes 
beyond the standard 
environmental defini-
tions, teaching students 
about things like hunger 
awareness and gender 
equality.

“We incorporate sus-
tainability into our cur-
riculum,” Brennan said, 
explaining that lessons 
on the environment and 
sustainability aren’t just 
limited to science class-
es. Liberal arts classes 
also give students a basis 
on how to live in a sus-
tainable manner.

What’s more, she 
said it’s something the 
whole campus gets in 
on, with multiple clubs 
and organizations getting 
involved.

“All of that helps us 
as a school to educate 
students to incorporate 

(sustainability) into their 
daily lives and actions 
almost innately,” she 
said. “It becomes who 
they are.”

She said, from there, 
students bring that learn-
ing out into the com-
munities they become 
a part of — which, she 
said, dovetails with the 
other program she leads, 
Invent Penn State.

That program, she 
said, focuses on network-
ing, entrepreneurship 
and the business spirit.

“Sustainability even 
impacts that,” Brennan 
said. “Corporate respon-
sibility is becoming the 
thing in the business 
world.”

One of the major 
components of Invent 
Penn State is the THINK 
Center, a collaboration 
between Penn State 
Wilkes-Barre and the 
Wilkes-Barre Chamber 
of Commerce focused 
on promoting business 

growth through network-
ing.

Located on South 
Main Street in down-
town Wilkes-Barre, the 
THINK Center, Brennan 
said, provides Penn State 
Wilkes-Barre students 
with a unique opportu-
nity.

“It’s a really nice 
opportunity for our stu-
dents to get exposed to 
local business leaders,” 
she said.

One of the THINK 
Center’s main innova-
tions, Brennan said, is its 
Spotlight Speaker series, 
which is similar in many 
ways to the online TED 
Talk series, which sees a 
local speaker talk about 
a topic near and dear to 
them, often focused on 
the business world.

“It’s a great venue 
where students can be 
exposed and develop 
their local business 
ideas,” Brennan said.

LEHMAN TWP. — Penn State Wilkes-Barre has 
some unique programs that one faculty member 
says helps to better prepare its students to bring 

thoughtful change to the community.
And, with that logic, the community at large stands 

to benefit from the school’s efforts as well.
Erin Brennan is a faculty member on campus, teaching 

in the business program and acting as a pre-law adviser. 
But, in addition to those roles, she heads up two pro-
grams that she says are surprisingly intertwined.

Participants in the Spring Innovation Challenge at Penn State Wilkes-Barre. The Innovation Challenge 
is part of the Invent Penn State initiative and was organized by WB Connect. From left: Gordon 
Roberts, Penn State Wilkes-Barre student; Asher Smart, Penn State Wilkes-Barre student; Joseph 
Boylan, executive director, Wilkes-Barre Connect; Camaryn Lokuta, Penn State Wilkes-Barrestudent; 
Erin Brennan, J.D., assistant teaching professor, Penn State Wilkes-Barre; Meghan Flanagan, 
communication and resource manager, Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Business and Industry

The Penn State Conference Room at the THINK Center in Wilkes-Barre.
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LCCC: School’s 50th year a strong one

Times Leader file photo
LCCC President Thomas P. Leary thanks the City of Pittson officials, M&T Bank as well as state officials for making the downtown Pittston campus a reality during a grand 
opening ceremony last August.

Butch Comegys | For Times Leader
Luzerne County Community College, seen here, has had many exciting developments over the past year.

Staff Report

NANTICOKE — The past year has seen many 
exciting new developments at Luzerne County Com-
munity College. Among them:

• Last May saw a banner moment: LCCC’s 50th 
graduating class. Another unique thing was that the 
graduating class included Ted Geffert, 82, of Moun-

tain Top, who is the oldest graduate in the history of 
the college.

• Last August, Pittston and Luzerne County Com-
munity college held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
M&T Bank Educational Campus, a satellite campus 
at 13 S. Main St. in Pittston in a former bank build-
ing.

M&T Bank donated 
the building to the city 
for $1 in exchange for 
a $374,000 tax credit 
through the city’s Neigh-
borhood Assistance 
Program. The city then 
leased it to LCCC for 15 
years with option periods 
after that.

“They’re emphasizing 
arts, culture and a syn-
ergy with opportunity in 
the city. You walk down 
Main Street, and it’s a 
model for a city,” LCCC 
President Thomas P. 
Leary said. “We’re now 
part of that renaissance, 
and the impact of the 
college will be greater as 
time goes on.”

• Also in August, 
Luzerne County Commu-
nity College recently got 
bragging rights as the 
top-ranked community 
college in Pennsylvania.

The ratings were 
devised by WalletHub 
and released online at 
wallethub.com. The 
online explanation notes 
it used “17 key indicators 
of cost and quality” in 
reviewing 715 commu-
nity colleges nationwide. 
Those 17 indicators 
were grouped into three 
broad categories: cost 
and financing, education 
outcomes, and career 
outcomes, which were 
combined for a total 
score.

• In December, a new 
agreement was reached 
between LCCC and Wil-
kes University to allow 
Early Childhood Educa-
tion students from LCCC 
to “seamlessly transfer” 
into Wilkes’ program.

The deal covers 
LCCC graduates who’ve 
obtained an associate in 
applied science degree 
in Early Childhood 
Education. They will be 
allowed to transfer into 
Wilkes’ Elementary and 
Early Childhood Educa-
tion (PreK-4) bachelor’s 
degree program, with 
junior, or third-year sta-
tus.

“We have had a long-
standing relationship 
with Wilkes Univer-

sity,” Leary said. “Our 
partnership has helped 
thousands of students in 

Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania and it’s never been 
stronger than in this 

point in time.”
• Board of Trustee 

members in Febru-

ary saw a sampling of 
baked goods created by 
Luzerne County Commu-

nity College culinary stu-
dents prior to a monthly 
meeting that included 
approval of a contract for 
a company to manage 
the bookstore — expect-
ed to save students up to 
50 percent on textbooks 
— and an application 
for nearly $2.3 million in 
state money for five proj-
ects that could include a 
new firing range at the 
Public Safety Training 
Institute.

Leary said the project 
were in order of prior-
ity: $472,876 to replace 
roofs on the Campus 
Center and the library 
buildings; $1.2 million to 
repave the main parking 
lot; $240,000 to upgrade 
restrooms in four cam-
pus buildings; $60,000 
for a new storage build-
ing; and $310,000 for a 
Public Safety Training 
Institute firing range.

Butch Comegys | For Times Leader
Luzerne County Community College, seen here, has had many exciting developments over the past year.



Our new sign
same old message

Be the first in your neighborhood 
to have one in your yard.

Call one of our expert real estate 
agents today!
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Buy it. Sell it. easy
century21shgroup.com

Shavertown
570-696-1195

Mountain top
570-474-6307

KingSton
570-287-1196
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249 MARKET STREET,
KINGSTON 

570.288.4501

Top Quality Low Mileage Preowned Vehicles! No Money Down (c), On the Spot Financing (c)

DelBalso Ford does not sell previous Canadian Rental Units or Daily Rental Units

Dark Highland Green w/Ebony “Recaro” Leather, 5.0 V8, 

6-Speed, A/C, PW, PL, P. Seat, Active Valve Performance 

Exhaust, Rear Camera, Sirius/Sync, Bullitt Electronics 

Pkg., Navigation, B&O Premium Audio System, 

Magna Ride Damping System, Rare!

 $54,900

2019 FORd MuSTANG GT BullITT

1,000 
MIlES

 Stk# 81687

Ruby Red Metallic w/ Show Stop Red Leather, 2.3 Ecoboost, 10-Speed 
Automatic, A/C, PW, PL, P Seat, Navigation, Black Accent Pkg, 19”’s, Shaker 

Pro Audio System, Push Button Start, Rear Camera, Sync 3.

(MSRP NEw $43,080) $31,900

2018 FORd MuSTANG ECOBOOST
PREMIuM CONvERTIBlE

8,000 
MIlES

 Stk# 81683
Lighting Blue w/Midnight Blue Leather 2.3 EcoBoost, 10-Speed Automatic, 

PW, PL, P. Seat, Navigation, EcoBoost Performance Pkg, Safe and Smart 
Pkg., Enhanced Security Pkg., Magne -Ride Damping System, 19” Alloys

(MSRP NEw $41,375) $30,900

2018 FORd MuSTANG
PREMIuM ECOBOOST CPE

4,000 
MIlES

 Stk# 81654

Shadow Black w/Ceramic Leather, 5.0 V8,
6-Speed PW, PL, P. Seats, Rear Camera, Sync3,

Shaken Pro Audio System, Black Accent Pkg, Navigation, 19” Alloys

(MSRP NEw $48,585) $37,900

2018 FORd MuSTANG GT
PREMIuM CONvERTIBlE

8,000 
MIlES

 Stk# 81660
White Platinum w/Redline Recaro Leather, 5.0 V8, Automatic, A/C, PW, 

PL, P Seats, Shaker Pro Audio System, enhanced Security Pkg, 3.5S Ratio 
Limited Slip Axle, 20” Alloy’s, Navigation, Reverse Sensors

(MSRP NEw $46,195) $36,900

2017 FORd MuSTANG GT
PREMIuM - CPE

1,371 
MIlES

 Stk# 81674

Ingot Silver w/Showstop Red Leather, 5.0 V*, 6-sod PW PL P. Seat, 
Navigation, Active, Value, Performance Exhaust, B&O Play Premium Audio, 

19” Alloys, Mini Spare Wheel

(MSRP NEw $51,245) $43,900

2019 FORd MuSTANG GT
PREMIuM CONvERTIBlE

1,300 
MIlES

 Stk# 81661
Lightning Blue w/Ebony Leather, 5.0 V8,

10-sod Automatic, PW, PL, P.Seats, Navigation, 
Safe And Smart Pkg, Shaken ProPro Audio System,19” Polished Alloys

(MSRP NEw $52,775) $41,900

2018 FORd MuSTANG GT
PREMIuM CONvERTIBlE

1,400 
MIlES

 Stk# 81659

(c) TO QUALIFIED BUYERS ONLY!  *TAx AND TAgS ADDITIONAL. PRIOR SALES ExcLUDED. 
*NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOgRAPHIcAL ERRORS. 80925789

249 MARKET STREET,
KINGSTON 

570.288.4501

Top Quality Low Mileage Preowned Vehicles! 
No Money Down (c), On the Spot Financing (c)

DelBalso Ford does not sell previous Canadian Rental Units or Daily Rental Units

Oxford White w/ Ebony Cloth/Suede, 5.2 V8 
6 Speed Manual, AC, PW, PL, Electronic Package, 

Navigation, Over the Top Racing Stripe PKG, 
Rear Parking Camera

(MSRP NEw $61,990) $56,900

2018 FORD MUSTANG
SHELBY GT 350

1,724 
MILES

 Stk# 81662

(c) TO QUALIFIED BUYERS ONLY!  *TAx AND TAgS ADDITIONAL. PRIOR SALES ExcLUDED. *NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOgRAPHIcAL ERRORS.

80
92

61
87
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At 130, still a vital resource
Osterhout Free Library serves a variety of functions

Butch Comegys | For Times Leader
The Osterhout Free Library in downtown Wilkes-Barre.

By Marcella Kester
For Times Leader

The Osterhout Free 
Library truly defines the 
phrase “something for 
everyone.”

The library opened 
its doors on Jan. 29, 
1889, as one of the first 
libraries in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania. It’s named 
after real estate mogul 
Isaac Smith Osterhout, 
who funded much of 
its inception through 
his estate following his 
death.

It added another notch 
in the history books by 
having none other than 
Melvil Dewey – creator 
of the Dewey Decimal 
System – on it’s board 
of directors. Dewey 
was also responsible for 
deciding the location of 
the Osterhout, believing 
that the Gothic architec-
ture of the former First 
Presbyterian Church 
was perfect for such an 
establishment.

The Osterhout calls 
home to a variety of 
locations across the 
greater Wilkes-Barre 
area. Aside from Frank-
lin Street, it provides 
three other branches 
that covers Plains Town-
ship, Parsons and South 
Wilkes-Barre.

Combined, it boasts 
hundreds of thousands 
of print volumes, more 
than 40 computers, and 
numerous multimedia 

See OSTERHOUT | 24



materials in the forms of 
DVD’s, audio and video 
cassettes and more, 
according to Executive 
Director Richard Miller.

“The Osterhout is a 
historic place that is 
treasured for what it has 
been able to accomplish 
in the past, but it is 
also very valued for the 
potential that it holds 
today and tomorrow,” 
he said. “The library has 
always created a shared 
sense of community, and 
that is becoming more 
important. “

Between a deep-
seeded friendship with 
its community plus all it 
has to offer, the library 
has been able to adapt 
to an ever-changing cul-
ture so it may continue 
to thrive.

One of the its greatest 
strengths lies within the 
surreal amount of free 
programs if offers to 
patrons of any age.

Perhaps best known 
for it’s multitude of 
children’s programs, 
the Osterhout provides 
supreme opportunities 
to entice young minds 
– starting as young as 
birth. The children’s 
center also travels out-
side of the Osterhout’s 
walls on a regular basis, 
providing outreach to 
area schools and learn-
ing centers.

Teens can enjoy every-
thing from a weekly 
movie night to finding 
help on a school project. 
Many local students now 
frequent the library for 
educational services – 
like GED, SAT and ACT 
prep – to help combat 
financially struggling or 
eliminated local school 
library systems.

For adults, the Oster-
hout provides knitting 
and crochet classes, 
book discussions, 
sketching and DIY pro-
grams among others. It’s 
also home to numerous 
historic facts and pieces, 
making it a one-stop-
shop for learning about 
local history.

“The library is increas-
ingly becoming a place 
where people can come 
together to learn and 
connect and to have real 
human interaction. As a 
result, our programs are 
becoming more diverse 
and important,” Miller 

said of the dozens of 
available programs.

While cities across 
the nation have seen 
local libraries dwindle 
over the decades, the 
Osterhout has continued 
to act as a central part 
of its community – and 
that’s something Miller 
doesn’t see changing 
anytime soon.

“Though the internet 
has made information 
more accessible to 
the general public, it 
doesn’t always mean 
the information patrons 
are finding is accurate, 
or that they even know 
how to access said infor-
mation,” he explained, 
adding that many of the 
library’s patrons either 
don’t believe informa-
tion that’s online, don’t 
have internet access oth-
erwise or simply don’t 
know how to use the 
technology.

Due to that, Miller 
said that libraries – 
including the Osterhout 
– will always have a 
place in the commu-
nity. Another problem 
he’s frequently seen 

patrons face online is 
the inability to get a 
solid, concrete answer 
to their questions. Most 
times, librarians have 
the answers people seek, 
or can take you directly 
to a piece of information 
that has it.

“Librarians are an 
invaluable resource. We 
provide the most accu-
rate information possi-
ble. With the onslaught 
of data out there, librar-
ies and librarians are 
even more important 
than they use to be as 
we help patrons find the 
best answers to their 
questions — whether 
it be standing at the 
computer with them 
or answering over the 
phone,” he said.

For those who have 
either never visited 
the library or haven’t 
stepped through it’s 
doors in a long while, 
he suggests to stop by 
and see all that it has 
to offer, adding that a 
new passion or hobby 
can very well be waiting 
inside its walls.

And the best part? It’s 

free.
Many people visit 

the library to lean a 
new skill or find a new 
hobby,” he said. “We 

offer such a wide vari-
ety of programs, that 
we will definitely have 
something to spark your 
interest.”

Visit Osterhout.info to 
learn more.

The Times Leader newsroom can 
be reached at 570-829-7242 or on 
Twitter @TLnews.

Connected with
Wilkes-Barre and Northeastern Pennsylvania

•	 Bolstering the economy for 103 years.

•	 Contributing $23 million annually to the economy.

•	 Partnering with the Greater Wilkes-Barre Chamber of 
Business and Industry to support the downtown Wilkes-
Barre THINK Center.

•	 Providing Invent Penn State resources to galvanize 
entrepreneurial activity and grow the innovation 
community.

We Are… Penn State Wilkes-Barre!
80925441
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Butch Comegys | Times Leader
Inside the Osterhout Free Library area residents will find hundreds of thousands of print volumes, more than 40 computers, and numerous multimedia materials in the forms of DVD’s, audio and video 
cassettes and more.

From page 23

Osterhout

Times Leader file photo
Amier Johsnon, of Wilkes-Barre, and Aaliyah Dennis, of Plains, play while author Cynthia Post Mitchell reads a book from her ‘Carrie Flower’ series at the Osterhout Free 
Library in Wilkes-Barre last year. The event was one of the many children programs held at the library.
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Understanding 
regional economic 
development

I’m often asked by people in the com-
munity, “What exactly is Penn’s North-
east?”

Penn’s Northeast (PNE) is Northeast-
ern Pennsylvania’s regional nonprofit 
economic development organization, dedi-
cated to attracting quality employers to 
our region.

Its roots go back to the 
early 1990’s, when volun-
teers from local economic 
development organizations 
throughout the region began 
working together as one 
unified voice to increase 
Northeastern Pennsylvania’s 
visibility to national and 
international site selectors, 
developers, and corporate 
decision makers.

They took the next step in 
2002, when business and community lead-
ers from six different counties signed an 
agreement founding a new organization 
– Penn’s Northeast - to collectively mar-
ket the region and attract companies to 
Northeastern Pennsylvania. PNE was cre-
ated to perform a specific set of responsi-
bilities – collaborative external marketing 
and site selection assistance - on behalf of 
its member organizations.

Northeastern Pennsylvania is a large 
and varied region; consequently, the orga-
nization works hard to be responsive to 
its diversity of strengths, to its geography, 
and to its stakeholders. Today, Penn’s 
Northeast serves Lackawanna, Luzerne, 
Monroe, Pike, Schuylkill, and Wayne 
Counties, as well as the community of 
Berwick in Columbia County.

Funded through annual contributions 
from its Founding Partners and through 
memberships held by private industry and 
investors, PNE maintains a staff of two: 
President/CEO John L. Augustine III, and 
Marketing Director Rachel Antosh Hawk.

PNE facilitates the creation and reten-
tion of quality jobs in our region by mar-
keting Northeastern Pennsylvania to the 
world, and by providing site selection and 
incentive financing assistance to busi-
nesses, real estate brokers, developers, 
and site selection consultants.

It serves as a single regional point of 
contact for businesses looking to relocate 
to or expand within Northeastern Penn-
sylvania, functioning as a liaison between 
local development partners, the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, and businesses 
seeking new facilities.

PNE does this in the following ways:
Site Selection Services: PNE serves 

as a first point of contact for representa-
tives of companies considering invest-
ments in the region, helping them to 
define their needs, identifying potential 
sites, providing them with demographic 
and salary information, connecting them 
with economic development groups and 
chambers of commerce in specific areas of 
interest, and coordinating site tours.

When PNE sells Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania, the story always begins with the 
region’s key assets:

• Only a 2-hour drive from NYC and 
Philadelphia

• Five major interstate highways run-
ning directly through NEPA

• More than 1 million residents living 
in the region

• 19 colleges and universities with 
40,000 enrolled students

• A skilled and reliable labor force
• Lower utility and living costs
• Amazing quality of life and year-

round outdoor activities in a safe & 
family-friendly region

Lead Generation: PNE’s marketing 
activities are intended to generate leads 
from businesses that are actively seeking 
a new location for relocation or expansion 
purposes. For economic development 
organizations, the ability to turn a lead 
into a sale can mean a new multi-million-
dollar project and hundreds of jobs for a 
community.

PNE works to increase both the number 
and quality of prospects for commercial 
investments in Northeastern Pennsylva-
nia. Much of this work occurs in partner-

John L. 
Augustine III

Guest 
Columnist

See ECONOMIC | 26

Butch Comegys | For Times Leader
Businesses line Wyoming Avenue in Kingston.

Kingston making 
the most of its assets

Making the most of 
existing space is essential 
because the municipality is 
landlocked, they said.

“For a 2-square-mile 
community, we offer a 
lot,” Keating said. “All 
of us work very well as a 
team together and remain 
focused on keeping Kings-
ton one of the premier com-
munities in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania.”

Commercial proper-
ties on Market and Pierce 
streets and Wyoming 
Avenue rarely stay vacant 
for long because the thor-
oughfares have become 
appealing to banks, two car 
dealerships, eateries and a 
mix of businesses, Keating 
said.

“It’s prime commercial 
real estate. It’s in demand. 
It’s high value,” Keating 
said.

Recent projects include 
the new Sidney and Pauline 
Friedman Jewish Com-
munity Center off Third 
Avenue in a building once 
housing a grocery store 
and the Geisinger Health 
System’s completion of a 
multi-specialty clinic on 
Pierce Street.

While attracting and 
keeping businesses is 
important, satisfying the 
needs of residential prop-
erty owners is essential for 
the municipality’s finan-
cial health, Keating said, 
describing the its high-den-
sity housing as the “driv-
ing economic force behind 
Kingston’s budget.”

Approximately $4.2 mil-
lion of Kingston’s $9.5 mil-
lion general fund operating 
budget comes from earned 
income tax, Keating said.

In comparison, the 
municipality receives about 
$150,000 annually from 
business mercantile taxes 
and a little over $1 million 
from all real estate taxes — 
commercial and residential, 
he said.

“It’s very important to us 
to offer top-level services 
that attract a key wage-
earning residential tax base 
here,” Keating said.

He described Kingston’s 
police, fire and public 
works services as “second 
to none.” The municipal-
ity has 19 career police 
officers and 15 public 

works employees who have 
saved millions of dollars in 
recent year by performing 
construction, road paving, 
excavation and other work 
in house, he said.

Recreation enhance-
ments are another ame-
nity designed to keep and 
attract residents, Roberts 
said. The municipality of 
nearly 13,000 owns seven 
parks and playgrounds in 
addition to a community 
swimming pool.

For example, around 
$1.8 million was invested 
improving the pool and 
Keiper Park in the last five 
years, Keating said.

Another $425,000 is 
being spent in improve-
ments at the Church Street 
Park, including conversion 

of an old field into a soccer 
complex with three fields 
that will open this fall and 
refurbishing of a mini foot-
ball field, the mayor said.

A $300,000 grant for 
work at the recreation cen-
ter on Third Avenue also 
has been awarded to Kings-
ton, Keating said.

Then there are the trees.
The municipality has 

been designated a Shade 
Tree USA community for 
more than two decades and 
has an active shade tree 
commission.

“It makes it homey,” 
Roberts said of the trees 
gracing the public space 
between curbs and side-
walks.

By Jennifer Learn-Andes | jandes@timesleader.com

Kingston Mayor Paul Roberts 
views his municipality as unique 
because it holds two busy bridg-

es over the Susquehanna River.
“It’s basically the gateway to the 

West Side,” Roberts said, referring to 
the Market Street and Veterans Memo-
rial (Pierce Street) bridges linking 

the municipality to downtown Wilkes-
Barre.

The municipality’s bustling commer-
cial strips and continued strength as a 
thriving bedroom community are evi-
dence of a commitment to maximize 
its assets, said Roberts and Kingston 
Administrator Paul Keating.

Butch Comegys|For Times Leader
Pierce Street in Kingston, home of Geisinger Health System’s new multi-specialty clinic, is one of several 
commercial thoroughfares in the mostly bedroom community.

See KINGSTON | 26
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ship with the Governor’s 
Action Team, a state 

economic development 
organization whose job 
is to recruit out-of-state 
companies to Penn-
sylvania, or from the 
Pennsylvania Office of 

International Business 
Development, whose 
job is to recruit foreign 
direct investment to the 
Commonwealth. Other 
opportunities originate 

from former clients, from 
the organization’s own 
prospecting efforts at 
trade shows, and through 
PNE’s award-winning 
advertising and market-
ing campaigns.

Companies such as 
Pepsico/Gatorade, Two 
Chefs on a Roll, Archer 
Daniels Midland, c3i, 
Johnson & Johnson, 
SECCAS, IRIS-USA, and 
many more are located 
in Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania today because of 
the marketing and sales 
efforts of Penn’s North-
east and its economic 
development partners.

Requests for Infor-
mation: PNE is rou-
tinely called upon to 
create and coordinate 
responses to Requests 
for Information (RFIs), 
which are are essentially 
requests asking a region 
to make a formal case 
regarding their ability 
to accommodate a busi-
ness’s needs.

In 2017, PNE coor-
dinated Northeastern 
Pennsylvania’s response 
to the Amazon HQ2 RFI. 
Amazon’s search for a 
second headquarters 
location – projected to be 
a $5 billion project result-
ing in the creation of 
50,000 direct jobs - capti-
vated North America to 
an extent unprecedented 
for a site selection proj-
ect.

Amazon received 238 
responses from cities 
and regions throughout 
the continent. Because 
of PNE, one of those 
was a submission from 
Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania. While our region 
was not ultimately 
selected as one of the 
twenty finalists, this 
effort paid dividends 
that will continue well 
beyond HQ2. PNE con-
tinues to use the data 
assembled for the Ama-
zon HQ2 project, repeat-
edly drawing upon it for 
subsequent proposals.

The Amazon HQ2 
RFI was Northeastern 
Pennsylvania’s first truly 
regional RFI submission. 

However, thanks to PNE, 
it will not be the last.

Signature Events: 
PNE holds a variety 
of signature events 
designed to showcase 
Northeastern Pennsylva-
nia and its assets to the 
site selection community 
and to potential busi-
nesses.

These events include 
Fall Fest and Winter 
Fest, which highlight 
specific outdoor ameni-
ties available within the 
PNE region; and Broker 
Events, which connect 
PNE members with 
real estate professionals 
working within the met-
ropolitan areas that pro-
duce most of our leads.

In 2018, Penn’s 
Northeast introduced 
its newest annual event: 
the inaugural NEPA 
Real Estate Summit. 
It featured a group of 
expert panelists who 
discussed every aspect 
of Northeastern Penn-
sylvania’s commercial 
real estate sector – the 
commercial/industrial 
market, the office mar-
ket, health care, and 
downtown redevelop-
ment - in deep detail, 
allowing participants 
to come away with new 
insights about regional 
trends and opportuni-
ties.

More than 200 people 
are scheduled to attend 
our 2nd Annual Real 
Estate Summit which is 
being held on Wednes-
day, April 24 at 11:00 at 
the Hilton in Scranton 
and features a panel on 
the new federal opportu-
nity zones.

Trade Shows and 
Conferences: PNE 
promotes the region at 
numerous real estate 
trade shows and spe-
cialty conferences. 
These events allow the 
organization to make 
new contacts, keep cur-
rent on specific industry 
trends, and connect with 
industry practitioners on 
behalf of the region.

Real Estate Data-
base: PNE created the 

region’s first comprehen-
sive online real estate 
database. It provides 
prospects with available 
office and industrial sites 
and facilities from our 
partners as they come on 
the market. The database 
can be accessed by going 
to www.pennsnortheast.
com.

Penn’s Northeast also 
uses this same informa-
tion to populate the 
Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania’s “SiteSearch” 
website with the same 
data. It can be accessed 
at www.pasitesearch.
com.

Business and Indus-
trial Park Maps: PNE 
maintains a business 
park map portfolio with 
detailed maps of 27 dif-
ferent business parks in 
Lackawanna, Luzerne, 
Monroe, Schuylkill, 
Pike, and Wayne coun-
ties. These maps, which 
are regularly updated, 
highlight available land 
and buildings, existing 
businesses, infrastruc-
ture and available tax 
incentives. Versions of 
all maps are available at 
www.pennsnortheast.
com.

All of these activities 
are undertaken in service 
of Penn’s Northeast’s 
mission: to bring quality 
employers to Northeast-
ern Pennsylvania. The 
more businesses Penn’s 
Northeast brings, the 
more jobs will be created. 
The more jobs created, 
the stronger the econo-
my will become. If the 
economy strengthens, 
Northeastern Pennsylva-
nia will flourish.

And, in fact, Penn’s 
Northeast and its part-
ners have helped to bring 
more than 12,000 jobs 
to its six-county service 
area since 2002.

For more information 
about us or to learn how 
to become a member, 
please visit us at www.
pennsnortheast.com.

John L. Augustine III is the 
president/CEO Penn’s Northeast.
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From page 25

Economic

Picking up fallen 
leaves consumes several 
public works staffers for 
weeks in the fall, but 
Keating said he believes 
most residents consider 
this investment a worthy 
trade-off for the aesthet-
ic benefits of the trees.

“The trees add much 
value to the community, 
and I think the people 
who call Kingston home 
are very fond and proud 
of the well-kept, tree-
lined streets that make 
up their community,” 
Keating said.

Future plans
Painted murals will 

soon grace exterior 
portions of several com-
mercial buildings in 
Kingston and some 
other West Side munici-
palities thanks to a 
$50,000 casino gambling 
grant, said Amy Bezek, 
of the Street Art Society 
of NEPA.

Roberts said the art 
will add personality and 
provide “something to 
ponder” for residents, 
visitors and passing 
motorists.

Municipal officials 
also want to attract 
companies interested in 
providing fiber optics 
to boost technology 
capabilities and pur-
sue other recreation 
improvements, including 
a dog park at the Church 
Street Park and a trail 
with pedestrian cross-
ings linking Keiper Park 
to the recreation center, 

the new Friedman Jew-
ish Community Center 
and Wyoming Valley 
Levee.

Recreation also is a 
priority in neighboring 
Forty Fort.

The borough recently 
took over management 
of Luzerne County’s 
35-acre sports complex 
as part of an overall plan 
to make Forty Fort a rec-
reation center.

Borough officials said 
they want to enhance 
the complex soccer 
fields to attract tourna-
ments and visitors from 
other states, boosting 
business for local hotels, 

restaurants and stores.
Grants also may be 

pursued to add a play-
ground and lighting 
at the complex, which 
would allow evening 
events.

Forty Fort also is 
trying to create a rec-
reational path so bicy-
clists and other levee 
trail users won’t have 
to cross busy intersec-
tions due to a gap in the 
levee trail. A rainwater 
park near the Cross Val-
ley Expressway also is 
under discussion.

Reach Jennifer Learn-Andes at 
570-991-6388 or on Twitter @
TLJenLearnAndes.

From page 25

Kingston

Butch Comegys | For Times Leader
High-traffic Market Street in Kingston has attracted numerous businesses.

Butch Comegys | For Times Leader
Geisinger Health System’s completion of a multi-specialty clinic on Pierce Street in Kingston is just 
one example of the municipality’s bustling commercial sector.
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JCC finds a new home State-of-art facility 
opens in Kingston

AP photo
David Schwager take a photo of the progress on the new gymnasium in the Jewish Community Center in Kingston.

By Geri Gibbons | For Times Leader

The center’s move from 
Wilkes-Barre was well received 
by its membership, with young 
and old pouring into the cen-
ter to resume their time-hon-
ored activities and add some 
new ones.

On a recent morning, 
Building Committee Co-
Chair David Schwager 
walked through the building 
enthusiastically describing 
the use of each space, reflec-
tions of Jewish tradition and 
history.

Schwager is quick to point 
out that several rooms utilize 
wood from the bowling lanes 
from the basement of the 
JCC when it was in Wilkes-
Barre.

Not only has the wood 
from the lanes been used, but 
the bowling pins were also 
brought to the new location.

As Schwager passed the 
bowling pins, he carefully rear-
ranged them.

“There you go,” he said smil-
ing, almost as if the pins were 
a window into the past.

The project itself was 
designed to both look back on 
a rich history and forward to 
new growth, with many long-
time members coming to the 
center with their children and 
grandchildren.

Schwager also took time 
to detail the many benefits 
of the social hall, accompa-
nied by two state-of-the-art 
kitchens, one Kosher and one 
general.

On a recent evening, the 
social hall was filled with near-
ly 400 people for a special pre-
sentation, complete with three 
large-format projection screens 
and a full array of audio and 
video equipment.

But, Schwager said, the 
space is also equally appropri-
ate for chair yoga or group 
discussions, using high-tech 
dividers that make the most of 
each square foot.

The JCC has a room 
dedicated to a Tallis weav-
ing program, which provides 
opportunity for the weaving of 
special ceremonial garments 
and is one of only three such 
programs in the country.

Also coming to the JCC is a 
the Illumination Early Learn-
ing Center designed by Bill 
Grant who carefully designed 

a student-driven learning envi-
ronment which encourages 
discovery, play and inquisitive-
ness.

Grant, who has described 
the environment as a “third 
teacher,” designed both the 
indoor area of the school and 

the outdoor area of the school, 
a playground which provide 
opportunity for children to 
learn from nature and experi-
ence old-fashioned play.

Schwager seems to be 
acquainted with every detail of 
the building’s construction and 
to fully appreciate it.

As he walks from area to 
area, lights go on automati-
cally.

“We’re environmentally 
friendly,” he said, as the lights 
go on suddenly as he enters a 
room. “We’re environmentally 
friendly throughout the whole 
building.”

He also seems to have a 
great appreciation for the 
HVAC system, which now 
occupies only a small room, 
unlike the JCC’s previous 
headquarters.

As Schwager looked around 
at the small clean quiet system, 
softly humming as it provided 
heat to the entire building, he 
said, “This might be one of my 
favorite rooms.”  

Reach the Times Leader newsroom at 570-
829-7242 or on Twitter @Tlnews.

KINGSTON – The Friedman Jewish Commu-
nity Center completed its move to Kingston in 
April, and now stands ready to serve area resi-

dents with opportunities for recreation, education and 
fellowship.

The $13 million project, which stands at the site of 
what was once Price Chopper, makes great use of its 
58,000 square feet of space, with many multipurpose 

areas, 18 skylights, an open design and ample park-
ing.

One of the centerpieces of the construction is a 
soon-to-be-competed 9000-square-foot gymnasium 
that will provide opportunity for basketball, steam 
and sauna, volleyball, pickle ball, squash and a host 
of other sports and recreational activities, as well as a 
fitness center.

AP photo
Pictured is the toddler room in the Illumination Early Learning Center in the Jewish Community Center in Kingston.

AP photo
The new Jewish Community Center’s weaving room.
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But nearly one year later, 
many of the affected businesses 
are back. The Arena Hub Plaza 
has seen all of its stores and 
restaurants reopen. But nearby, 
the Wilkes-Barre Township 
Commons faces a major rebuild 
that has begun with the demoli-
tion of the buildings that were 
so severely damaged, they were 
condemned.

But just a couple of weeks ago, 
good news was spewing forth 
from the township. A new hotel, 
several restaurants and a Turkey 
Hill, complete with a car wash, 
are all coming to the township 
soon..

The new Turkey Hill will be 
located at the corner of Black-
man Street and Route 309, 
according to Thomas Zedolik, 
township zoning and code 
enforcement officer.

That news came as the Times 
Leader also learned more about 
plans for a new hotel, a Chick-
fil-A restaurant, and the rebirth 
of Panera Bread in the township 
nearly a year after that chain eat-
ery’s longtime location was shat-
tered by last June’s tornado.

Zedolik said he spoke with an 
attorney representing Panera 
Bread who informed him that 
the plans have changed for the 
location of its store in the Wilkes-
Barre Township Commons, off of 
Mundy Street.

Panera planned to occupy a 
free-standing building to be built 
on the site by Urban Edge Prop-
erties of New Jersey, on the right 
side of the site. Zedolik said 
Panera now wants to locate on 
the left side of the property, near 
where the former store was, and 
add drive-thru service.

“Panera will have to submit 
new plans to and go through the 
approval process again,” Zedolik 
said. “This could take up to two 
months before anything can start 
up there.”

Urban Edge will also build 
another building that will offer 
retail space for several busi-
nesses.

Zedolik said a new Residence 
Inn also will be built near the 
Mohegan Sun Arena on High-

land Park Boulevard. He said it 
will be a four-story, 110-room 
hotel that will face Interstate 81.

“The land development plan is 
not finalized,” Zedolik said.

Zedolik said the property is 
owned by Singh Realty. He said 
two other adjacent parcels are 
being sold by Singh Realty.

Zedolik also said he spoke 
with the contractor that will be 
re-formatting the former Lucky’s 
Sports Bar into a full-service 
Chick-fil-A. Zedolik said the 
contractor estimated that the 
project should take 16 weeks to 
complete.

The new Turkey Hill plan 
calls for existing buildings at the 
busy intersection — which once 
housed a repair garage, a bar and 
other businesses — along with 
three residential homes — were 
purchased by Turkey Hill’s new 
parent company, U.K.-based E.G. 
Group.

“Everything will be demol-
ished and a new Turkey Hill will 
be built, with a car wash,” Zedo-
lik said.

Cindy Rantanen, vice presi-
dent of brands and public rela-

tions for E.G. America, said the 
company has the property under 
contract. She said five properties 
were purchased from four differ-
ent owners and the site measures 
three acres.

“We’re going to do a full new 
rebuild there,” Rantanen said. 
“We are doing our due diligence 
and the site work must be com-
pleted. Our plan is to begin con-
struction in spring 2020.”

Rantanen said the new Turkey 
Hill will include a full conve-
nience store, a fast food restau-
rant with a brand partner still to 
be named, a car wash and fuel 
stations.

“We will build a beautiful new 
store there for our customers,” 
Rantanen said.

Two other buildings on 
Mundy Street, owned by TFP 
Limited, have been demolished 
and two new buildings will be 
built. Robert Tamburro, trust-
ee/general partner of TFP, said 
one or possibly two restaurants 
will be part of the 6,336 square-
foot building to be built closest 
to Mundy Street next to the 
AT&T store.

Tamburro said a second build-
ing of 10,000 square-feet will 
house office space.

“We are excited about con-
structing two new buildings in 
the Arena Hub Plaza area,” Tam-
burro said.

TFP Limited has also pur-
chased the former site of Ashley 
Furniture. Tamburro did not say 
what the pans are for that land.

In a recent Op-Ed in the Times 
Leader, Gov. Tom Wolf talked 
about the after-math of last 
June’s tornado.

“This was costly to busi-
nesses, which faced damage 
to property and lost revenue 
due to disrupted operations,” 
Wolf said. “It was costly to local 
governments, which had to sup-
port emergency crews and make 
repairs to roads, bridges and 
other infrastructure.

As a result, when I toured 
some of the damage, I found 
myself repeating, “I’m sorry for 
your loss. There’s not much we 
can do,” Wolf said. “It was heart-
breaking.”

But despite all the damage and 
heartbreak, there was a story 

that stood out when the tornado 
hit.

Joe Stager was working at the 
Wilkes-Barre Township Barnes 
& Noble in the Arena Hub Plaza 
when an EF-2 tornado formed 
and barreled right through the 
store.

Stager said the wind was so 
powerful, he thought the roof 
might collapse. While fearing 
for his own life, Joe still shielded 
two of his fellow employees from 
flying glass and other debris by 
hiding them under an anchored 
information desk.

Stager covered them as the 
tornado ripped through the 
building. The wind left sub-
stantial damage to cars in the 
parking lot and the store itself, 
but Stager’s quick thinking and 
selflessness kept his colleagues 
safe.

For his heroic efforts, Stager 
was honored recently by the 
local chapter of the American 
Red Cross as one of its “home-
town heroes.”

Reach Bill O’Boyle at 570-991-6118 or on 
Twitter @TLBillOBoyle.
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Times Leader File Photo
Joe Stager of Barnes and Noble talks about the night the tornado ripped through the store in the Arena Hub Plaza.

A long road to recovery after last year’s tornado

By Bill O’Boyle | boboyle@timesleader.com

WILKES-BARRE TWP. — Not far from Wil-
kes-Barre City’s downtown, a lot of econom-
ic activity has been going on in Wilkes-Barre 

Township.
When the Mohegan Sun Arena at Casey Avenue 

opened, the surrounding area saw an increase in 
retail stores, restaurants and hotels.

And then an EF-2 tornado ripped through Mundy 
Street, causing millions of dollars in damage and as 
long road to recovery.

Times Leader File Photo
Barnes and Nobles construction contuned months after the tornado damaged the building.
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A commitment to the community
Geisinger South Wilkes-Barre continues to evolve

Fred Adams photos | For Times Leader
Mary Lou Kotch, operations manager at Geisinger South Wilkes-Barre, shows off the new lighting system in patients’ rooms on the sixth floor of the facility in Wilkes-Barre.

By Geri Gibbons | For Times Leader

This new addiction 
brings the total number 
of beds available to 48, 
with a multidisciplinary 
team of physicians, 
nurses, laboratory and 
radiology technicians, 
physical, occupational, 
speech and respiratory 
therapists available to 
care for patients.

The detail of each 
room has been carefully 
planned out from light-
ing that can be adjusted 
to allow medical person-
nel to check on patients 
in the middle of the night 
without waking them 
up to wide screen televi-
sions and internet acces-
sibility.

“The opening of this 
new inpatient unit is 
our latest investment to 
better serve our commu-
nity,” said Dan Landes-
berg, Geisinger South 
Wilkes-Barre administra-
tive director

The addition comple-
ments the Geisinger 
South Wilkes-Barre 
Emergency Department 
which reopened last sum-
mer and cares for more 
than 50 patients a day.

Many residents of 
South Wilkes-Barre 
remember using the 
emergency room under 
previous ownership of 
the hospital for every-
thing from bringing a 
loved-one in after an 
accident to bringing chil-
dren to the ER because 
they had a respiratory 
illness.

The reopening of the 
ER, a $5 million project, 
Landesberg said, rein-
forces a sense of commu-
nity to the facility, with 
residents no longer hav-
ing to drive past the hos-

pital and away from their 
neighborhoods to receive 
emergency treatment.

Not only have South 
Wilkes-Barre residents 
appreciated having 
emergency treatment 
close to home, many staff 
members that previously 
worked at the facility 
returned to the hospital.

“As we were recruit-
ing doctors, nurses, 
physician assistants and 
other medical personnel 
to care for our patients, 
something special hap-
pened,” said Angelo Ven-
ditti, chief nursing 0ffi-
cer, Geisinger Northeast. 
“Providers who worked 
here in the emergency 
room before 2009 have 

returned. For them, this 
Emergency Department 
re-opening means com-
ing home.”

The round-the-clock 
emergency room pro-
vides comprehensive 
emergency care, working 
closely Geisinger Wyo-
ming Valley Medical Cen-
ter in Plains Township 
and Geisinger Medical 
Center in Danville.

The facility has not 
only been attentive to 
the medical needs of the 
community, but has also 
responded to the mental, 
emotional and behavioral 
needs of patients.

In September of 2017 
in partnership with 
Geisinger Health Plan, 

a Medically Assisted 
Treatment clinic came to 
Geisinger’s South Wilkes-
Barre location, which 
combines medication and 
behavioral health therapy 
to treat addiction.

As a part of treatment, 
patients are connected to 
drug and alcohol counsel-
ing and behavioral thera-
pies designed to provide 
the tools for living a pro-
ductive life while avoid-
ing relapse. A dedicated 
case management team 
at the clinic involves 
community resources 
and family members in 
the treatment process as 
needed, and at the dis-
cretion of the patient.

Also responding to the 

ever increasing problem 
of opioid addiction, Geis-
inger South has recently 
launched a Free2BMom 
program which aims to 
support moms in recov-
ery, provide moms and 
babies with support ser-
vices and improve qual-
ity of life.

Free2BMom will 
help women who are in 
recovery during preg-
nancy and two years 
after childbirth. The 
program is compassion-
ately designed to provide 
counseling, community-
wide social support and 
medication-assisted treat-
ment, empowering the 
mother and her baby to 
thrive physically, psycho-

logically and socially.
The care team includes 

a peer recovery special-
ist, obstetrician/gyne-
cologist, pediatrician, 
social worker, addiction 
medicine specialist and 
behavioral health special-
ists.

The program is open 
to all pregnant women or 
those who have recently 
given birth and are 
enrolled in medication-
assisted treatment, 
regardless of ability to 
pay.

Geisinger also opened 
an outpatient clinic at 
560 Pierce Street, Kings-
ton, in December of last 
year.

The $8.5 million facil-
ity offers primary care, 
outpatient services for 
children and adults, 
pharmacy, medication-
treatment management, 
radiology and laboratory 
services.

The 21,000 square 
foot state-of-the-art 
space includes 26 exams 
rooms and two treatment 
rooms.

Staff features physi-
cians, advanced prac-
titioners, a clinical 
pharmacist, a licensed 
social worker, commu-
nity health assistant and 
teaching faculty for fam-
ily medicine residents.

The goal of Geisinger’s 
Kingston facility, accord-
ing to the website, is to 
maintain a caring, com-
fortable and convenient 
health care destination 
for patients and families 
on the Westside.  

Reach the Times Leader newsroom 
at 570-829-7242 or on Twitter @
TLnews.

WILKES-BARRE – Geisinger South Wil-
kes-Barre has been part of the Geisinger 
family since 2005 and is ever evolving in 
response to the needs of the South Wil-

kes-Barre community.
Since 2015, Geisinger has invested more than $20 

million to offer additional services to the South Wil-

kes-Barre community and is continuing to improve 
the building both aesthetically and in regard to provi-
sion of services.

In January of this year, the facility opened a new 
8,000-square-foot $3.1 million inpatient wing on the 
hospital’s sixth floor, with 14 private rooms available 
to those with medical and surgical needs.

The main enterance to Geisinger South Wilkes-Barre is undergoing construction.
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Luzerne County in ‘economic wave’

Butch Comegys | For Times Leader
The CenterPoint Commerce and Trade Park in Jenkins and Pittston townships now houses 51 tenants employing nearly 6,000.

By Jennifer Learn-Andes | jandes@timesleader.com

“I’ll always be proud of 
mining families that built 
this region, but you have 
to build a new future — a 
very diverse economic 
portfolio for Northeast-
ern Pennsylvania — that 
will help us weather any 
storm,” Yudichak said. 
“It can’t be based on one 
industry.”

The Interstate 81 corri-
dor that runs through the 
county is booming, but 
not only with e-commerce 
and logistics, he said.

The Hazleton area 
recently experienced 
“three big wins” in 
manufacturing with 
synthetic wood manufac-
turer Highwood USA’s 
expansion to a Hazleton 
building, IRIS USA’s 
500,000-square-foot plas-
tic manufacturing facility 
under construction in the 
Humboldt Industrial Park 
in Hazle Township and 
the Hershey Company’s 
$60 million expansion of 
its Kit Kat manufacturing 
line, also at Humboldt.

Distribution growth
Earlier this month, 

Yudichak and a contingent 
of officials celebrated 
an announcement that 
Lincoln, Nebraska-based 
e-commerce company 
Spreetail.com will occupy 
a new 610,000 square-
foot building along Kos-
ciuszko Street across from 
Luzerne County Commu-
nity College in Nanticoke, 
with plans to start fulfill-
ment team members at 
$16.50 per hour.

Established in 2006, 
the company will hire 50 
employees this year and 
expects to employ 120 by 
2021. Spreetail.com offers 
a “simple and enjoyable 
way” to shop online for 
home, garden and back-
yard products, a release 
said.

The new $40 million 
fulfillment center is ten-
tatively expected to open 

June 1.
It was the second ten-

ant announced for Mis-
souri-based NorthPoint 
Development’s 322-acre 
Hanover 9 Industrial Park, 
which falls in both the city 
and Hanover Township. 
Chicago-based True Value 
Company said in Febru-
ary it will occupy most 
of a 1.4 million square-
foot distribution center 
also under construction 
and set to open this fall. 
Two more buildings are 
planned at the site, which 
has become accessible due 
to the new $90 million 
South Valley Parkway, offi-
cials said.

NorthPoint also brought 
Chewy.com, Adidas 
and Patagonia Inc. to 
its first 172-acre project 
in Hanover Township 
known as the Hanover 
Ridge Trade Center, and 
it is working on a third 
development with three 
structures planned on 173 
acres it purchased along 
Dundee Road in the town-
ship.

Yudichak had said 
Spreetail.com’s invest-
ment is the largest single 
economic development 
project in the city in four 
decades, noting the last 

was the community col-
lege construction.

Most of the land North-
Point is developing had 
been mine-scarred and 
partially reclaimed and 
prepped by the nonprofit 
Earth Conservancy. The 
nonprofit spent more than 
$9 million filling deep 
mine pits and contouring 
the unattractive Hanover 
Ridge site visible from 81.

Meanwhile, Mericle 
Commercial Real Estate 
continues to attract ten-
ants to its CenterPoint 
Commerce and Trade 
Park in Jenkins and 
Pittston townships, 
which also was on former 
blighted coal mine land. 
The park now houses 
51 tenants employing 
nearly 6,000, with plans 
to expand to 10,000 jobs 
when the park is fully built 
out over the next decade, 
its website says.

Revitalization efforts 
are underway in all four 
Luzerne County cities in 
Yudichak’s district, he said 
— Hazleton, Nanticoke, 
Pittston and Wilkes-Barre.

In downtown Wilkes-
Barre, for example, Berk-
shire Hathaway Guard 
Insurance Companies 
expanded its corporate 

headquarters through 
the purchase of the office 
tower at 39 Public Square. 
McCarthy Tire also is 
housing its corporate 
headquarters in the city, 
he said.

“It really is a remarkable 
time, where there are job 
opportunities as far as 
the eye can see in North-
eastern Pennsylvania,” he 
said.

County view
Years of work by Earth 

Conservancy and others 
has been invested to get 
to this point, said county 
council Chairman Tim 
McGinley.

“As a result, land is now 
available at reasonable 
costs, and we’re seeing 
major developers coming 
into the county to use 
those sites for mass distri-
bution,” McGinley said.

Other businesses are 
benefitting from the ware-
house growth, McGinley 
said. For example, a 
local propane dealer has 
expanded operations 
primarily because the 
forklifts at Chewy.com are 
propane-powered, he said.

“That’s the stuff that 
happens, and people don’t 
see it because it is not 

publicized,” McGinley 
said.

To compete with other 
areas, the county and 
other taxing bodies have 
approved tax breaks for 
many of the major proj-
ects.

These properties will 
generate significant new 
real estate tax revenue 
down the road when the 
breaks expire, McGinley 
said. Some of the breaks 
also are structured to 
apply only to new struc-
tures, not the land, and 
taxing bodies had received 
no payment from the 
tax-exempt Earth Conser-
vancy, he said.

As the development 
increases, the demand for 
workers with specific skills 
is rising and will largely 
be met by customized cur-
riculum at the community 
college, McGinley said.

“That’s going to help 
our job market,” McGin-
ley said.

County Manager C. 
David Pedri said county 
officials have made eco-
nomic development a pri-
ority, largely through the 
community development 
office.

Last fall for example, 
the county awarded 
$1.85 million in com-
munity development 
funding needed for a 
$4.1 million extension 
of White Birch Road in 
the Humboldt Industrial 
Park. That extension is 
required to proceed with a 
$20 million, state-funded 
extension of Route 424 
so the two roads can con-
nect, providing secondary 
access to the growing 
park.

The Humboldt park 
has nearly 60 tenants and 
more than 10,000 work-
ers, officials have said.

The county commu-
nity development office 
also provides funding for 
business development 
and training programs 

and low-interest business 
loans, including a $1 mil-
lion loan to Kris Jones 
for the acquisition of the 
former Berkshire Hatha-
way GUARD property 
on South River Street 
in Wilkes-Barre, which 
is slated for a business 
accelerator and numerous 
high-growth businesses, 
Pedri said.

“Luzerne County 
continues to be a strong 
supporter of a regional 
economic development 
strategy because that is 
the best way to promote 
the many positive attri-
butes of the county,” Pedri 
said.

Returning home
Yudichak predicts 

increased competition 
for employers will bump 
up wages and said the 
county now offers more 
job opportunities for 
workers at all levels — 
college graduates, those 
who have learned a trade 
and high school gradu-
ates who are not pursu-
ing advanced education 
or training.

He said he has 
heard numerous cases 
of natives who have 
returned to this area 
because they can now 
find family-sustaining 
jobs, including some 
in the pharmaceutical 
industry now working 
at CVS Caremark in 
Hanover Township.

The “economic wave” 
will continue, Yudichak 
said, because national 
companies are “paying 
attention” to the growth 
here and the unified wel-
coming they are receiving 
from officials at all levels.

“We’re building a 
regional economy and 
not trying to pit one sec-
tion of the county against 
another,” Yudichak said. 
“We sell the whole coun-
ty and are going to bat 
for the entire region.”

As the son and grandson of coal miners, state 
Sen. John Yudichak said he will always appreci-
ate Luzerne County’s anthracite heritage and 

the rich history and strong work ethic it fostered.
But mining also left a negative environmental legacy 

that set back the county, requiring more work to 

make the land usable and attract investors, said Yudi-
chak, D-Nanticoke.

After decades of reclamation and infrastructure 
enhancements, Yudichak believes the county has 
finally redefined its image in the eyes of major corpo-
rations, many that now have a presence here.

Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
State Sen. John Yudichak, photographed at the new Spreetail.com distribution center in Nanticoke 
earlier this month, said Luzerne County is redefining its image as a coal region.
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Jonathan’s 
Restaurant
a labor of love

Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Executive chef Wendy Fritz adds a balsamic glaze to a dish of 
scallops and puffed pastry. in the kitchen at Jonathan’s Restaurant 
in downtown Wilkes-Barre.

By Mary Therese Biebel
mbiebel@timesleader.com

“The crab au gratin is to die for,” Tom Monie, of 
Plains Township.

“We love the steaks,” said Lissa Smith, of Wilkes-
Barre.

“They have roast duck here!” added Smith’s hus-
band, Dick.

Those were just a few of the comments from satis-
fied guests who treated themselves to dinner on a 
recent Friday evening at Jonathan’s Restaurant on 
North River Street, where the decor — from a por-
trait of Seinfeld co-star Kramer to a leg-shaped lamp 
like the one in “A Christmas Story” is as interesting 
as the food.

“It reminds me of home, 
very cozy and warm,” said 
Monie’s wife, Sharon.

“We always end up talk-
ing to people we didn’t 
know,” Tom Monie said.

Providing the cozy 
ambience and a wide 
variety of food and drink, 
Jonathan’s Restaurant is a 
labor of love for Jonathan 
Grimes and George DuMont, who moved their restau-
rant from Harveys Lake to downtown Wilkes-Barre a 
year and a half ago.

“We get more foot traffic here. It’s not a place you 
have to get into the car and drive to,” DuMont said 
as he stood behind the bar, ready to pour such drinks 
as a Diamond City Cosmo, named in honor of Wilkes-
Barre’s nickname, or an Aunt Clara Martini, named in 
honor of actress Marion Lorne.

Lorne was born in West Pittston in 1883 and stud-
ied at Wyoming Seminary before she started appear-
ing on the 1960s sitcom “Bewitched” as Samantha’s 
Aunt Clara.

There is an undeniable sense of history at Jona-
than’s — not just in cocktail names but in the build-
ing itself, which served as an American Legion and, 
before that, was a private residence of the wealthy 
Phelps famly.

But the big attraction, guests will tell you, is the 
food.

“They’re always changing it,” Sharon Monie said. 
“There’s always something new and different to try.”

Executive chef Wendy Fritz gives her bosses credit 
for that.

“George and Jonathan, they’re fantastic to work 
for,” she said. “They give me a lot of creative freedom. 
Every chef loves that.”

“Every two weeks we change the menu,” she said, 
mentioning she was looking forward to serving Red 
Snapper Oscar, grilled and served over crab and 
asparagus and a Gruyere tart, finished off with Hol-
landaise sauce.

“Then there will be a blood orange marmalade-
glazed veal chop on a Brie pocket,” she said, “and 
chicken Provencal with artichokes and cherry toma-
toes.”

The sous chef and pastry chef, Melissa Smyda, 
happens to be Fritz’s daughter, so they have a long 
history of cooking together, even before they worked 
together professionally.

“I can read her mind,” Smyda said. “She doesn’t 
even have to ask for anything. I know which tool or 
ingredient she wants and I just hand it to her.”

Smyda enjoys making desserts at Jonathan’s, where 
she recommends the flourless chocolate cake.

“It’s very good,” she said. “We use eggs rather than 
flour. It gets all of its lift just from separated eggs.”

“Everyone asks for it,” she added.

Bill Tarutis | For Times Leader
Wendy Fritz prepared a dish of scallops over puffed pastry on a 
recent Friday afternoon at Jonathan’s Restaurant.

Submitted photo
Jonathan Grimes and George 
DuMont are your hosts at 
Jonathan’s.

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
From a tuna sandwich, mac and cheese, salad and soup for Alex Tirko, of Wilkes-Barre, left, to a fish taco and hush puppies for Tony 
D’Eliseo, of Laflin, right, the two physical therapy majors found plenty to enjoy at the Misericordia University dining hall, run by Metz 
Culinary Management.

Restaurant-inspired hospitality

By Mary Therese Biebel | mbiebel@timesleader.com

With fish tacos, 
marinated vegetables, 
grilled chicken, a choice 
of soups, fresh fruit, 
apple pie parfaits and a 
salad bar that included 
everything you’d expect 
plus raw spinach, black 
beans and even arti-
choke hearts, students 
had plenty of options.

“We eat here a lot,” 
Alex Tirko, a physical 
therapy major from 
Wilkes-Barre, said after 
polishing off a tuna 
sandwich, some maca-
roni and cheese and a 
salad. “I’m going back 
for some tomato soup.”

“They’re pretty good,” 
said physical therapy 
major Tony D’Eliseo, of 
Laflin, said of the hush 
puppies he was enjoy-
ing alongside a fish taco 
that included his choice 
of toppings — jalapeno 
peppers, sour cream and 
shredded cheese.

“We‘re not a cookie-
cutter operation. We 
cater to the individual,” 
general manager Paul 
McMillan said, pointing 
out gluten-free, low-fat, 
vegetarian and vegan 
items along with freshly 
made salad dressings 
and freshly baked cook-
ies.

In honor of Earth 
Week, retail man-
ager Diane Walker said, 
Metz was planning a 
meatless Monday with 
plant-based proteins — 
healthy for the planet 
and healthy for the 
people who are eating.

“We see ourselves 
as stewards. We buy 
local whenever we can 
and we use reusable 
containers,” McMillan 
said, adding the food 
service’s used cooking 
oil is sent away to be 
reused as a biodiesel 
fuel.

With the almost diz-
zying array of food 
choices available at 
Misericordia, it’s even 
more remarkable to con-
sider that dining hall is 
only one among many 
places where The Metz 
Group works to fulfill 
its mission “to deliver 
restaurant-inspired 
hospitality to each and 
every guest.”

With more than 6,000 
team members, as 

the company calls its 
employees, Metz serves 
food in several states.

Locally, you can enjoy 
a Metz fine dining expe-
rience at Ruth’s Chris 
Steak House in Plains 
Township or find more 
casual offerings at TGI-
Fridays in Wilkes-Barre 
Township, Lucky’s Craft 
Food & Drink at the 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
International Airport 
and the dining service 
at Wilkes-Barre General 
Hospital as well as at 
Misericordia, where the 
community — not just 

the student body — can 
purchase a meal.

“I’m a really big fan of 
TGIFridays ribs,” said 
Rick Sell, Metz vice 
president of restaurant 
operations. “It’s been 
a signature brand for a 
long, long time and real-
ly is a guest favorite. If 
I’m feeling indulgent, 
I’ll go there.

“If I want to be really 
healthy, I’m a real big 
fan of The Chopping 
Block at Misericordia. 
It’s fast; it’s affordable; 
it’s fresh. Your salad 
is chopped right in 

front of you, hence the 
name.”

While a chef at Ruth’s 
Chris might be grilling 
a Cowboy Ribeye or 
Porthouse for Two steak 
to the guests’ preferred 
degree of doneness, and 
the staff at TGIFridays 
might be whipping up 
Spinach & Queso dip 
or Loaded Potato Skins 
for folks who want to 
relax after work, Metz 
Culinary Management 
hasn’t forgotten another 
another hungry group 
— children whose fami-
lies might not have a 
nourishing meal to give 
them.

“We prepare 80 Din-
ners For Kids, three 
times a week,” McMil-
lan said as he led the 
way into the kitchen at 
Misericordia Univer-
sity’s dining hall on a 
recent Friday.

Here, employee David 
Little was ladling a 
thick tomato sauce over 
sausage and pasta that 
volunteers would soon 
pick up and deliver to 
the children’s homes. 
Metz donates the free 
Dinners For Kids to 
youngsters in the Back 
Mountain, Sell said, 
while Ollie’s Restaurant 
provides them for chil-
dren on the West Side.

“It’s something we’re 
proud to be part of,” 
Sell said.

Reach Mary Therese Biebel at 570-
991-6109 or on Twitter @BiebelMT

As Frank Varvaglione tossed 
pizza dough into the air, 
Paul Hill ladled out creamy 

macaroni and cheese and Katrina 
Fotiadis rocked a curved, two-han-
dled knife called a mezzaluna back 
and forth to chop salad greens.

It was close to noon on a recent 
Friday, and the three workers were 
just a few of the Metz Culinary 
Management employees who 
staffed a wide array of food sta-
tions at Misericordia University’s 
dining hall.

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
Frank Varvaglione, a Metz employee, has 38 years of experience 
making hand-tossed pizzas.

Tony Callaio | For Times Leader
Paul Hill, right, a 15-year employee of Metz, works at the macaroni and cheese station during a 
recent lunch time at Misericordia University.



Staff Report

WILKES-BARRE — 
From Kevin’s to jazz to 
French cuisine, it has 
been a banner year for 
businessman and restau-
rateur Rob Friedman:

• Last October, Kevin’s 
Bar & Restaurant in 
Kingston welcomed the 
public to a grand re-
opening under Friedman’s 
ownership.

No detail was too small 
for Friedman, who pur-
chased the restaurant in 
July and immediately set 
to work planning what 
he called “a much needed 
face-lift” to the upscale 
space that boasts a chic 
warehouse feel and a 
hometown clientele.

“With the help of an 
architect, I designed the 
carpeting, flooring and 
all the booths,” Friedman 
said.

Guests raved about 
everything from the decor 
and the space to such 
delights as champagne 
and oysters, crab cakes, 
salmon and Kentucky 
fried quail.

Its location near 
Kingston Corners makes 
Kevin’s convenient to 
Wilkes-Barre, Kingston 
and the West Side.

• In November, Fried-
man’s River Street Jazz 
Cafe celebrated 25 years 
of music with a party that 
brought together friends, 
former employees and 
fans of the Plains Town-
ship venue.

“Twenty-five years. It’s 
really amazing,” Fried-
man said slowly. And 
then, with the timing of a 
master, landed the blow.

“Obviously I was 
very, very young when I 
opened up this place,” he 
added, sending the audi-

ence into appreciative 
chuckles.

The club, on the lower 
level of the Cross Valley 
Center, opened Friday, 
Nov. 5, 1993.

“The band was Mer-
chants of Groove,” club 
owner and founder Robert 
Friedman recalled. “They 
had a horn section, the 
place was packed. Every-
body had a great time.”

Friedman still has a 
copy of the first month’s 
calendar, along with a 
copy of a Times Leader 
preview story from Octo-
ber of that year.

More importantly, he 
also still has the club.

There have been chang-
es over the years, notably 
the mix of acts. What 
started out as a strictly 
blues and jazz club has 
evolved to include R&B, 
jam-based music and trib-
ute bands.

“You really have to 
adjust the music to what 
brings people in,” Fried-
man said.

And so he has.
“I hope that for many 

more years to come I can 
provide live music.”

• The new year of 2019 
brought an all-new ven-
ture for Friedman: French 
cuisine in a downtown 
setting.

On March 1 the ribbon 
was cut, applause filled 
the room, and the real 
moment of truth neared 
closer.

Wait staff in black uni-
forms darted around the 
dining room of Le Man-
hattan Bistro following 
a ceremonial re-opening 
Friday afternoon, deftly 
gliding past dignitaries to 
make sure everything was 
just so before the dinner 
crowd arrived.

For new owner Fried-
man, weeks of hard work 
were about to culminate 
in his latest project: 
Bringing a downtown sta-
ple back to life and add-

ing to his portfolio of fine 
dining establishments.

“I don’t want to just 
arbitrarily pick a place, 
but the ones I’ve pur-
chased in the past have 
excellent reputations and 
have been successful,” he 
said. “Part of the key is 
hiring the right people.”

Friedman and his staff 
welcomed lawmakers, 
chamber and community 
development officials to 
the event, which came 
three months after the 
restaurant closed sud-
denly on Nov. 30 when its 
former operator and chef 
was evicted due to back 
rent and fees.

Friedman’s decision to 
take over the business 
boosts a restaurant and 
hospitality portfolio that 
already includes Kevin’s 
Bar & Restaurant in 
Kingston, the Beaumont 
Inn in Dallas, Cork Bar 
and Restaurant in Wilkes-
Barre, Grico’s Restaurant 
in Exeter, Back Mountain 
wedding venue Fried-
man Farms and the River 
Street Jazz Cafe in Plains 
Township.

It also boosts the down-
town dining scene.

“I’m just really excited 
to see everything come 
together,” Friedman said 
on opening night.

Times Leader file photo
Le Manhattan Bistro Head Chef Jonathan Minor, owner Rob Friedman, Operations Manager Sheila Humphrey and General Manager Patrick DeRojas, stand outside of Le 
Manhattan Bistro on S. Main St. in Wilkes-Barre in February.
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Banner year for businessman and restaurateur Friedman



Wyoming Valley Kia

Disclaimer: Kia Rio K9134, Kia Soul K9110, Kia Forte FE K9109, Kia Optima LX K9107, Kia Niro LX K9114, Kia Sportage LX AWD K9101, Kia Sorento LX AWD 
K9096, Kia Sportage EX AWD K9073, Kia Sorento EX AWD K9068, Kia Sedona LX K8138, Kia Cadenza LTD K8080, Kia Stinger AWD K9058., + Plus tax 
and tags must finance through KMFC to receive all rebates. #36 month lease plus tax & tags, 10,000 miles/year with $2,990 due at delivery. No security 
deposit required, with tier 1 approval through KMFC. Offers good 4/30/19

Wyoming Valley Motors
126 Narrows Road, Rt 11 
Larksville, PA 18651 
570 288-7411
wyomingvalleymotorskia.com

2019
Kia Rio S
 

WAS: $17,150

SAVE: $1,922

NOW: 
$15,228+

2019
Kia Soul
  

WAS: $19,310

SAVE: $3,320

NOW: 
$15,990*

2019
Kia Forte FE
  

WAS: $19,740

SAVE: $2,177

NOW: 
$17,563+

2019
Kia Optima LX
  

LEASE FOR:

$189/MO#

2019
Kia Niro LX
  

LEASE FOR:

$209/MO#

2019
Kia Sportage LX
 AWD

LEASE FOR:

$215/MO#

2019
Kia Sorento LX
 AWD

LEASE FOR:

$259/MO#

2019
Kia Sportage EX
 AWD

LEASE FOR:

$259/MO#

2019
Kia Sorento EX
 AWD

LEASE FOR:

$389/MO#

2018
Kia Sedona LX
  

WAS: $34,490

SAVE: $4,500

NOW: 
$29,990*

2018
Kia Cadenza
 LTD

WAS: $45,720

SAVE: $8,391

NOW: 
$37,329*

2019
Kia Stinger
 AWD

LEASE FOR:

$336/MO#

SHOWROOM HOURS: 
Monday - Thursday 8:30 - 8:00 • Friday 8:30 - 6:00 •  Saturday 8:30 - 5:00

80925565

2020
KIA TELLURIDE
Now Available

Wyoming Valley Kia

Wyoming Valley Motors
126 Narrows Road, Rt 11 

Larksville, PA 18651 
570 288-7411

wyomingvalleymotorskia.com

SHOWROOM HOURS: 
Monday - Thursday 8:30 - 8:00 

Friday 8:30 - 6:00  •  Saturday 8:30 - 5:00
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AVP continues to see strong passenger demand
Staff Report

PITTSTON TWP. — 
The past year has seen 
the Wilkes-Barre/Scran-
ton International Airport 
continue to soar.

In 2017 the facility 
marked its 70th anniver-
sary, but also smashed an 
old record: Nearly 532,000 
passengers flew in and out 
of the airport that year, 
breaking the old record of 
491,416 set in 1990.

In 2018 the facility 
came close to another 
record: AVP topped 
500,000 passengers once 

again, putting the year 
second only to 2017.

Heading into 2019, 
Executive Director Carl 
Beardsley noted that pas-
senger boardings for the 
month of December 2018 
as compared to Decem-
ber 2017 increased by 
6.9%, making it the high-
est December monthly 
enplanements on record, 
with a total of 22,100 
passengers, airport 
records show.

That also made it the 
fifth consecutive month 
in 2018 that AVP had 

record monthly enplane-
ments — and this 
despite the departure of 
Allegiant Air from AVP 
earlier in the year.

Several other factors 
underpin those numbers.

As Beardsley has 
noted, the airport is not 
just drawing on the local 
population, but attracting 
a significant number of 
passengers from upstate 
New York: A 10-year 
review of New York vehi-
cles parked overnight has 
increased from 11,858 in 
2008, to 30,072 in 2017 

— and AVP has been 
marketing to that region.

Beardsley also “cited 
new, larger aircraft in the 
markets we serve, as well 
as the loyalty of our com-
munity,” Airport Board 
meeting minutes show.

Beardsley has said the 
airport is a “multi-lay-
ered economic engine” 
with a regional economic 
impact of $327 million, 
directly and indirectly.

In other developments:
• Last August officials 

at the Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton International 

Airport joined representa-
tives of Marywood Uni-
versity and Aviation Tech-
nologies Inc. to announce 
the university will begin 
offering its flight program 
at AVP starting the fol-
lowing month.

Captain Joe McDonald, 
director of the aviation 
program at Marywood, 
said the university was in 
need of a place for intern-
ships. He said the airport 
offers the best facilities 
for a successful program.

McDonald said 
there were 37 students 

enrolled for the fall 
semester; 31 of them 
are already flying as of 
August.

“We hope to expand 
our program,” McDonald 
said. “Our students will 
meet pilots, mechanics, 
fuelers and people in all 
related jobs. There are 
many career opportuni-
ties available.”

McDonald said some 
2,957 pilots were hired 
this year by major air-
lines. He said the market 
is expected to be excel-
lent through 2026.

Butch Comegys | Times Leader
The Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Airport International Airport topped 500,000 passengers in 2018.



Coslett ConstruCtion
SERVICES INCLUDE:
(but not limited to)

- Home inspection repairs 
 (interior & exterior)
-	 Dryvit	(EIFS)	-	certified	in	
 installation & repairs
- Decks
- Tile
- Drywall
- Plaster repairs
- Kitchens & Baths
- Ceilings
-	 Basement	finishing

CALL TODAY
FOR YOUR

FREE ESTIMATE
570.479.2403

BobCoslettJr@aol.com

Licensed & Insured
HIC # PA107845

80925082
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Business owners credit vibe at 900 Rutter for aiding success

Times Leader staff report

FORTY FORT — 
Towering over much of 
the rest of Forty Fort, 
right off the Cross Valley, 
stands a building that 
bills itself as being “full 
of possibilities.”

Situated at 900 Rutter 
Avenue, the building, 
which is named for its 
address, is owned by 
David Koral, and pro-
vides a unique blend of 
retail space, restaurants, 
residential space and 
even an event space.

Built in 1903, the 
building has since been 
converted into this blend 
that is unlike any other 
space locally, complete 
with oddball art tucked 
around every corner.

Eric Kuhn, who owns 
a men’s clothing store 
in the building called 
The Haberdashery along 
with his business partner 
Zack Graham, said being 
a part of the building’s 
culture has been tremen-
dously successful.

“It’s more fun than a 
mall,” Kuhn said.

To him, it’s the build-
ing’s ability to adapt to 
any need that allows it to 
succeed.

“This is such a fluid 
environment, you could 
put anything in here with 
the right people and it’ll 
work,” he said.

Graham agreed, add-
ing, “It’s really about the 

synergy of businesses.”
That synergy of busi-

nesses is dedicated to 
providing unique experi-
ences one might not find 
at a more traditional 
mall.

In addition to The 
Haberdashery, there are 
nearly two dozen other 
businesses that call 900 
Rutter home. Some, like 
The Sweet Lush Cup-
cakery and Sugar Plum 
Chocolates, will satisfy 
the cravings of any sweet 
tooth. Sakari Salon and 
Spa along with The 
Shop: Barbering Rede-
fined will provide for all 
the grooming needs of 
both men and women.

And that only scratch-
es the surface of what is 

provided at 900 Rutter; 
several fitness programs 
call the building home, 
along with a construc-
tion company, a photog-
raphy service and even 
Commonwealth Health’s 
home health program. 
The building is also 
home to several apart-
ments.

Additionally, each 
month, a marketplace is 
held which allows local 
artists and craft makers 
to sell their wares. While 
the vendors line the halls 
of the building, most con-
gregate in a large space 
which has been dubbed 
The Room at 900.

The Room is the build-
ing’s event space, serving 
as a large hall to fit any 

kind of gathering you can 
imagine.

John Phillips, owner 
of MCR Design Group 
which runs The Room, 
told the Times Leader 
recently how much the 
space means to him.

“One thing that’s differ-
ent about 900 is that it’s 
still a little hidden gem,” 
he said of the building. 
“The one thing about the 
900 building is mystery. 
We want people to dis-
cover the atmosphere.”

It’s ‘more fun than a mall’

Butch Comegys | For Times Leader
Lori Sedlak, an employee of Sweet Lush at 900 in Forty Fort, shows off a selection of the shop’s 
cupcakes.

Butch Comegys | For Times Leader
The main entrance at 900 Rutter complex in Forty Fort.

The businesses located in 
900 Rutter
• HocSoxc
• Sweet Lush Cupcakery
• Balance Yoga & Wellness
• Boote Photography
• The Room at 900
• Commonwealth Home 
Health of Wilkes-Barre
• The Haberdashery
• Sheri Pilates
• MCR Productions
• The Nook

• Valley Running Co.
• Sugar Plum Chocolates
• TA3OO Pole Fitness
• Ubu
• Halibut Blue
• Sa • ka • ri Salon and 
Spa
• Sakari Imaging
• The Shop Babering 
Redefined
• Rustique
• Bathtime Boutique

The 900 
Rutter 
complex 
in Forty 
Fort offers 
a unique 
space to 
businesses.

Butch Comegys | For Times Leader
Zach Graham seated and Eric Kuhn, co-owners of The Haberdashery in the 900 Rutter complex in 
Forty Fort, say being part of the building’s culture has been tremendously successful for the business.

Calling 900 home

Butch Comegys 
For Times Leader
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